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Master Calendar of Events — Adoption of the Planned Growth Strategy

January 15,

2005

Albuquerque City Council,
Albuquerque Public Schools,
Bernalillo County
Commission

City Council Elected Officials and Staff Activity
PGS Support

PGS Support Activities

PGS Opposition Activities

Aug 2001
» City Council / County
Commission PGS Policy
Committee mtg. on release
of report. “Let’s all support
and move forward”
Sept 2001
» City / County Release of | » Council Staff briefs Mayoral and City Council
Two Volume PGS Report. candidates on PGS Report
Entire report and » Council page of City’s “Neighborhood News”
powerpoint presentation publication contains article on the Planned
placed on Council’'s web Growth Strategy
site.
Oct 2001
Wk 1
Wk 2 | » City Council elections » “Initial NAIOP Observations on the
results in victories by PGS”
Michael Cadigan, Eric
Griego, and Miguel Gomez
who later become PGS
leaders and bill co-
sponsors.
Wk 3 » Council staff drafts written response to “Initial
NAIOP Observations”
» Council staff briefs City Councilors on PGS.
Mtgs continue through remainder of 2001.
Wk 4
Nov 2001
Wk 1
Wk 2 » Council staff briefs Chamber of Commerce on

PGS




Wk 3

Council staff briefs Mayor of Village of Los
Ranchos on PGS

Wk 4

Council staff briefs Albuquerque Economic
Forum on PGS. Commissioner Cummins says
that developers and business leaders are his
“constituency” and he will support their position
ultimately.

Wk 5

Council staff makes presentation on FY/03
budget to Albuguergue Interfaith

Dec 2001

Wk 1

Council staff briefs Society of Transportation
Engineers on PGS

Wk 2

Council staff meets with Commissioner
Cummins on PGS legislation

Wk 3

Council staff meets Councilor Cadigan on PGS
legislation

Council staff briefs City Environmental Health
Department on PGS

Council staff briefs 1000 Friends of N.M. on
PGS

>

1000 Friends of NM carries out campaign
against Paseo del Volcan Loop Road being
considered by MRGCOG. Link to PGS
asserted.

Wk 4

Jan 2002

Wk 1

» City Council hearings on
FY/03 budget focusing on
budget cuts

From January through March, Council staff
writes drafts of PGS legislation

Council staff briefs Albuquerque Interfaith staff
on PGS

Council staff meets Councilor Cadigan re: PGS
legislation

Council staff briefs Supporters of the PGS

»

Albuquerque Interfaith holds series of
meetings with City Councilors regarding
FY/03 budget cuts and terminations. Draws
link between budget over-runs and absence of
urban growth plan.

Wk 2

viV VvV VvV V

v Vv

Council staff briefs Albuquerque Tribune
reporter on PGS

Council staff meets with Commissioner
Cummins on PGS

Council staff makes PGS presentation to West
Side Coalition (Gomez and Cadigan present)

Wk 3

\4

\4

First of two generally supportive articles on
PGS appears in Albuquerque Tribune.
Council staff makes PGS presentation to
MRGCOG (regional transportation agency)
Albuguerque Tribune endorses PGS: “All city




eyes should be on remarkable new plan”
Ad-Hoc committee of City and County elected
officials meet with Council staff. Group
includes Commissioner Cummins, and
Councilors Gomez and Yntema

Wk 4 Second of two generally supportive articles on | » Albuquerque Interfaith participates in Council
PGS appears in Albuquerque Tribune. In FY/03 budget hearings
article, PGS appears to be viewed favorably by
Commissioner Cummins and NAIOP
representatives
WK 5 | » City Council hearings on
FY/03 budget, proposed
cuts, and personnel
reductions
Feb 2002
Wk 1 | > City Council hearing on Councilor Cadigan attends Chamber of Albuquerque Interfaith participates in two » Mayor Chaves threatens to remove
FY/03 budget, proposed Commerce breakfast Council FY/03 budget hearings 1000 Friends of NM founder from
cuts and personnel city job
reductions.
Wk 2
Wk 3 Council staff meets with MRGCOG re: PGS
Council staff briefs 1000 Friends of NM on
PGS
Council staff makes presentation to
Albuguerque Interfaith membership mtg on
PGS
Wk 4 Councilor Cadigan meets with Albuquerque
Interfaith
Mar 2002
Wk 1 Councilor Cadigan and Council staff makes Albuquerque Interfaith holds 27 House
presentation on PGS to Westside Coalition Meetings/Study Sessions in March and April
using “Creating Healthy Communities”
handout. Emphasizes “concurrency” planning
with City & Albg Public Schools (APS), infill,
stabilizing property tax values, and budgets
that “reflect community values”. Draws links
with urban growth management.
Wk 2 Council staff brief Commissioner Cummins on

PGS legislative approach.
Councilor Cadigan and Council Staff brief




American Institute of Architects chapter on
PGS

Council staff briefs Councilor Cadigan on PGS
legislation

Councilor Cadigan meets with Albuguerque
Interfaith.

Wk 3 Council staff briefs Councilors Winter and Albuquerque Interfaith testifies at City Council
Yntema on PGS hearing and makes “public connection
Council staff makes presentation to mtg of between no PGS and constant budget crises”
Supporters of the PGS
Councilor Cadigan meets with Paradise
Meadows Park Neighborhood Association
Councilor Cadigan meets with Taylor Ranch
Neighborhood Association

Wk 4 Council staff meets with Councilor Winter on Albuquerque Friends Meeting discuss PGS in
PGS preparation to taking position on plan

Apr 2002

Wk 1 Council staff meets with Councilor Vince Albuquerque Interfaith holds 27 House
Griego on PGS Meetings/Study Sessions in March and April
Councilor Cadigan attends initial mtg of PGS using “Creating Healthy Communities”
support coalition including Albuguerque handout. Emphasizes concurrency planning
Interfaith and Supporters of the PGS. with City & APS, infill, stabilizing property tax
Subgroup of Councilors supporting PGS meet values, and budgets that “reflect community
together with Council staff and discuss values”.
legislation. After review of potentially Albuquerque Interfaith begins mtgs with APS
controversial elements, they make the following school board members and staff regarding
key decisions: do not compromise bill as concurrency regulations linking urban growth
introduced, introduce as an Ordinance rather and APS facility construction.
than as a Resolution, do not seek joint
adoption with Bernalillo County Commission,
attempt to include five Councilors (majority) as
sponsors, and seek quick adoption with
understanding that implementation will take
considerable time
Councilor Cadigan meets with Horizon Hills
Neighborhood Association
Councilor Cadigan meets with West Side
Coalition on PGS

Wk 2 Councilor Cadigan meets with Councilor Vince

Griego on budget and PGS




Council staff briefs Sage Council the PGS
Council staff meets with downtown developer
Chris Leinberger on PGS

Wk 3 | » By 5-4 vote, Council Councilor Cadigan and Council staff meet on Albuquerque Interfaith “leadership” meeting at
adopts water and sewer PGS Most Holy Rosary Church. Links PGS,
utility budget amendment Councilor Cadigan and Council staff meet with budget cut-backs, and school services. .
increasing water and group of infill developers on PGS
wastewater impact fees by Councilor Cadigan meets with N.M.
67% for development Homebuilders Assoc director
outside the “1960
boundaries” of the city.
Wk 4 | » Cooney-Watson PGS Council staff meet with Cooney-Watson on Initial meeting of Supporters of the PGS » NAIOP writes guest editorial
brochure completed PGS media relations coalition, including 1000 Friends of NM, printed in Albg Journal, “Fees Will
Council staff makes presentation on PGS at Sawmill Community Land Trust, Albg Stifle City Growth in Many Ways”.
public meeting organized by 1000 Friends of Interfaith, League of Women Voters, Sage Asserts growth pays for itself,
NM and Supporters of the PGS. Mailers refer Council, NM Public Interest Research Group, increased fees will decrease
to Colombo as “the principal architect” of the Rio Grande Restoration, Amigos Bravos, Nob housing affordability, and will send
plan. Hill Neigh Assoc, Grand Heights Neigh Assoc, an “anti-business message”.
Councilors Winter and Cadigan record two Gov Sierra Club. Basic coalition organizing » NAIOP issues resolution asking
TV 30 minute shows on PGS. One with infill principles established. Soltari makes Mayor to veto increase in water
developer. Shows aired repeatedly in following campaign proposal. and sewer development impact
months. fees. States that increase will
cause development to “leapfrog
outside the Albg municipal
boundaries”

» Mayor Chaves in newspaper article
calls Albuguerque Interfaith “very
radical”, “very marginal”, “far left”.

May 2002
Wk 1 | » Mayor Chaves vetoes Council staff meets with Cooney-Watson on 1000 Friends of NM hires survey research » Large land owner on urban fringe

impact fee increase

PGS media relations

Councilor Cadigan meets with Westside
Coalition

Albg. Journal prints guest editorial by City
Councilors sponsoring PGS legislation
defending higher development impact fees.
Sponsors of PGS Bill No. O-02-39 hold press
conference releasing bill at over-crowded 7 Bar
Elementary School on Westside.

firm to consult state-wide research on public
attitudes toward growth management and
water conservation

1000 Friends of NM issues “Action Alert” to its
members in support of the PGS

League of Woman Voters endorses PGS after
studying PGS report for several months.
Approves participation in pro-PGS coalition,
media relations, and mobilizing membership
in District 4 (Winter) especially

writes letter to City Councilors
criticizing the PGS and attacking
Council staff.




Albuquerque Interfaith mobilizes over 200
members to attend City Council meeting on
FY/03 budget.

Wk 2 | » City Council introduces Meeting with McCune Fndt and PGS Albuquerque Interfaith educational meeting at | » New Mexico Business Weekly
PGS combined Bill No. supporters including Councilors Cadigan and St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. Members publisher writes editorial referring
0-02-39. Decision to E. Griego, 1000 Friends of NM, Supporters of of PGS support coalition (1000 Friends and to pro-PGS Councilors as the
delay by sending to the PGS, Sage Council. Request for $100,000 Supporters of the PGS) participate “Gang of Five” and states
Committee of the Whole per year for 2 yrs. One-time $25,000 received. 1000 Friends of NM begin phone banking “Understand that the Gang is not
mtg of 6/19/04 Council places Cooney-Watson piece members in support of the PGS just waging war against some
» Council fails to over-ride summarizing PGS on web site 1000 Friends of NM agree to allow Supporters vague concept of economic
Mayoral veto of impact fee Councilor Cadigan meets with Mayor Chavez of the PGS to lead the coalition and offer staff development; they are warring
increase Councilor Cadigan makes PGS presentation at assistance and other in-kind help to PGS against Albuquerque’s wage
» Council passes weak Church of the Risen Savior (District 4 — support coalition. earners...."
concurrency requirement Winter).
related to APS facility Council staff meets with Commissioner
capacity Cummins and representatives of NAIOP
Wk 3 Council staff drafts article for NAIOP newsletter Strategy meeting on budget for fndt grant. Ltr. from County Commissioners to
on PGS benefits for developers. Never printed. 1000 Friends, Supporters of the PGS, Cummins and Rutherford to City
Councilor Cadigan and Council staff make NMPIRG, Sage Council, Soltari (political Council. PGS bill “created in a
presentation on PGS to District 4 (Winter) campaign consultants) vacuum with input from the county
coalition Albuquerque Interfaith holds series of as a partner in this effort . . . .”
Councilor Cadigan makes PGS presentation at meetings with City Councilors to oppose
Village Hall budget cut-backs and layoffs and support
Council staff makes presentation to American PGS.
Planning Association
NAIOP anti-PGS TV media script leaked to
Council supporters. Written by D. W. Turner
Public Relations.
Wk 4 | » City Council adopts FY/03 Councilor Cadigan makes presentation on PGS Strategy meeting on budget for fndt grant. Chamber of Commerce issues

budget. Layoffs largely
averted

to District 4 (Winter) Coalition

Councilors E. Griego and Cadigan appear on
radio call-in show on PGS. Councilor Griego
reports that neighborhood assocs in his District
support PGS.

Council staff makes PGS presentation to the
Urban Transportation Planning and Policy
Board of MRGCOG

Councilor Cadigan meets with Commissioner
Rutherford

1000 Friends, Friends of the PGS, NMPIRG,
Sage Council, Soltari attend

Soltari strategy session for use of foundation
funds with members of support coalition.
Soltari identifies weakness of “Smart Growth”
message in ballot defeats in Colorado and
Arizona. Recommends “fiscally prudent voice
protecting the . . . current property owners”.
Identifies District 4 (Winter) voters who are
slightly more Republican, older, Anglo.
Budget for auto-dial, direct mail, and radio

statement “strongly” opposing the
PGS and urging Council not to
adopt the legislation. Raises issue
of form of legislation as an
Ordinance instead of Resolution
Infill developer indicates that two
anti-PGS City Councilors told him
his support for PGS might
jeopardize Mayor Chaves’ decision
to continue to partner with him on
redevelopment project. Developer




media by Solari. Also budget for
neighborhood assoc. coordination, door
knocking, phone bank by Sage Council
Coalition meeting (Supporters of the PGS,
1000 Friends, League of Woman Voters,
Sage Council, Sawmill Neigh Assoc).
Reviews and endorses Soltari strategy. Also
calls for speakers’ bureau, powerpoint
presentation, and media packet. Decision
made to drop pro-PGS radio campaign
1000 Friends of NM revives Businesses for
Balanced Growth organization

asks GOV-TV to stop airing his
show on Smart Growth & PGS

Wk 5 Councilors Cadigan, E. Griego, Gomez, and Summer issue of 1000 Friends pub, “Nuestro | » Newspaper reports that NAIOP
Yntema meet with Cooney-Watson on public Pueblo”, contains articles supporting PGS organized anti-PGS coalition called
education strategy. New Mexicans for Smart Growth
Councilor E. Griego briefs Near North Valley (NMSG), attempting to co-opt
Neighborhood Association. Receives “smart growth” message. Besides
endorsement NAIOP, NMSG includes Albq
Councilor E. Griego releases NAIOP anti-PGS Economic Forum, Home Builders
TV script to media. Story hits evening media. Assoc of Central NM, Build NM,
NAIOP disavows message in script. Associated Builders and
Council staff meets with N.M. Homebuiders Contractors. Group plans public
Assoc. director relations campaign in opposition to
Council staff meets with leader of Kirtland PGS legislation.
neighborhood association as request of E. Albqg Journal article reports NMSG
Griego “Wants Council Action Slowed”.
Councilor E. Griego and Council staff make NAIOP reps says “Our goal is not
presentation on PGS legislation to District 3 (E. to stop the Planned Growth
Griego) coalition. Strategy”.

Mayor Chavez’ staff call City’s
affordable housing development
grant recipients questioning impact
of PGS on affordable housing.
June 2002
Wk 1 Council staff meets director of YDI/YES on » Supporters of the PGS staff presents group Councilors Cadigan and Gomez

affordable housing and the PGS
Councilors Cadigan, Gomez, and E. Griego
meet with NAIOP on PGS

endorsement to show widespread support
among neighborhood associations, business
and civic groups, advocacy groups, and
individuals. Benchmarks related to Council

attend anti-PGS presentation
organized by leader of Westside
coalition.




meetings dates on PGS.

Supporters of the PGS send letter to
neighborhood association leaders: “Why You
Should Support the PGS”

Supporters of the PGS arrange presentation
to Nor Este Neighborhood Assoc in District 4
(Winter). Councilor Cadigan speaks. League
of Women Voters members attend.
Supporters of the PGS make presentation to
Downtown Neighborhood Association. Obtain
endorsement

Supporters of the PGS and Business for
Balanced Growth write guest editorial
appearing in Albuquerque Journal

Supporters of the PGS make presentation to
Keystone Homeowners Assoc in District 4
(Winter). Endorsement obtained.
Albuquerque Interfaith holds pro-PGS meeting
at Church of the Risen Savior in District 4.
APS board member present says that the
board would “do nothing” regarding PGS.

Wk 2

Councilors E. Griego and Cadigan, NAIOP,
Council staff present on PGS and affordable
housing with providers (Family Housing Dev.
Corp, Home NM, Habitat for Humanity, Neigh
Housing Services, United South Broadway,
Barelas CDC, Fannie Mae, HELP, Enterprise
Fndt, NM Com. Dev. Loan Fund, Mortgage
Finance Authority, Sawmill Neighborhood

Assoc.). Organized by Supporters of the PGS.

Councilor Cadigan meets with PGS coalition
Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet Albg.
Journal editorial staff

Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet with
NAIOP reps

Council staff meets with Albq. Journal editorial
staff

Council staff meets with board members and
staff of the Hispano Chamber of Commerce at
request of Councilor V. Griego

PGS coalition holds strategy meeting.
Supporters of the PGS, Soltari, Albg.
Interfaith, 1000 Friends of NM, Sierra Club,
NMPIRG, and Councilors Cadigan and E.
Griego.

1000 Friends of NM arranges airing of pro-
growth management “Subdivide and Conquer”
on KNME public tv Panel discussion follows.

» Newpaper reports NAIOP meeting
on anti-PGS campaign. NM for
Smart Growth raises $150,000 in
pledges to conduct campaign.
Media to be written and produced
by D. W. Turner Public Relations.
[Itis likely that this meeting took
place on or before second week of
May.]

» Westland Corporation (formerly
Atrisco Land Grant holdings) write
letter to State Senator Richard
Romero (candidate for U.S.
Congress) opposing the PGS




Wk 3 All day PGS bill » Councilor Cadigan and Council staff meet with | > Supporters of the PGS make presentation to » Letter from NM State Land
informational presentation. APS board members and superintendents West Bluff Neighborhood Association (District Commissioner to City Councilors
Tape broadcast on Gov » Council staff meets with N.M. State Land 5). Endorsement obtained. and media expressing concerns
TV. Presentations by PGS Commissioner and staff regarding impact on Supports of the PGS make presentation to about impact on Mesa del Sol
consultants Mark White their Mesa del Sol property. Commissioner District 4 coalition. No endorsement vote Councilor Payne writes anti-PGS
and Chris Nelson tells Colombo his job is being threatened by taken. guest editorial in the Albq Journal.
City Councilors critical of others. Refers to its “centrally planned
PGS remove Cooney- » Councilor Cadigan meets with North Albg. Brave New World”. Surfaces
Watson brochure from Acres Neighborhood Assoc. Receives claims related to shifting bond
Council web site. Say endorsement. funds to older neighborhoods,
Council Services has » Council staff and NAIOP rep brief City increasing density, using all CIP
become “a leading Affordable Housing Committee funds for infrastructure rehab and
advocate” of the PGS. » Strategy meeting of Councilors Yntema, deficiencies. Attacks Colombo as
PGS Committee of the Gomez, Cadigan, and V. Griego. pushing the PGS as a “full-time
Whole Meeting. Citizens | » Councilor Cadigan radio interview on KOB re: job™..

Task Force created. PGS May/June issue of NAIOP News.
(Members include 3 » Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet with “The development industry is
Councilors, 3 developer Economic Forum board currently faced with a new
reps, 3 neighborhood » Councilor Cadigan meets with NAIOP challenge”.

assoc reps, 4 at-large

reps. Actually 6 of non-

Council members are from

development/business

interests and 7 of 13

members are PGS

skeptics or opponents)

Wk 4 County Commissions » Councilor Cadigan meets with Economic Albg Tribune writes editorials criticizing NM State Land Commissioner
lowers County Forum Councilor Payne and supporting Council staff guest editorial appears in the Albq.
development impact fees » Councilor Cadigan meets with NAIOP PGS support coalition and Soltari meet. Journal. Although agreeing “on the
40-60%. Commissioner » Councilor Cadigan meets with Albuquerque Councilor E. Griego attends principles of a planned growth
Cummins sponsors action. Economic Development Supporters of PGS make presentation at strategy”, five PGS provisions

» Councilor Cadigan makes PGS presentation at Trumbull Neighborhood Assoc and South San “would make quality development
Piedras Marcadas Neighborhood Association Pedro Neighborhood Assoc. No endorsement difficult” at Mesa del Sol.
» Councilor Cadigan meets with Councilors obtained.
Winter and Mayer re: PGS Citizens Task Supporters of PGS make presentation at
Force. Barelas Neighborhood Assoc. Obtain
endorsement
July 2002
Wk 1
WK 2 PGS Citizens Task Force » Councilor Cadigan makes presentation to 1000 Friends of NM forum on PGS critical




meeting

Society of American Military Engineers

issues — “Affordable Housing and the PGS”.

» Council staff makes PGS presentation to Nob Both sides represented. 26 people attend.
Hill Neighborhood Assoc
Wk 3 » Council staff members meet with NAIOP Supporters of the PGS meet with South San Westside Coalition president
negotiator on amending PGS legislation Pedro Neighborhood Assoc. Endorsement organizes anti-PGS meeting with
obtained. Councilor Payne.
Albuquerque Interfaith “Clergy Caucus”
meets. Discusses PGS and concurrency with
APS.
Supporters of the PGS meet with Albq.
Journal and Albq Tribune editorial staffs.
Wk 4 | » PGS Citizens Task Force » Council staff members meet with NAIOP Albuquerque Interfaith membership meeting NM for Smart Growth sends out
meeting negotiator on amendments to PGS legislation on the PGS. “Projected Economic and mass mailing opposed to PGS.
» Council staff prepares written response to Population Growth Patterns for Albuguerque Targets District 5 (Cadigan), District
NAIOP criticism of PGS legislation and Their Impact on APS.” 8 (Payne), District 4 (Winter),
» Councilor Cadigan attends Economic Forum Michael Cadigan makes presentation to 1000 District 7 (Mayer), and District 9 (T.
mtg Friends forum on PGS critical issues: Cummins) — 3 of 5 are PGS
» Councilor Cadigan makes PGS presentation to “Infrastructure Maintenance, Impact Fees, opponents. Issues related to PGS
North Valley Coalition and the PGS”. About 36 attendees. raising taxes and moving tax
» Council staff meet with District 3 (E. Griego) dollars from newer to older
coalition rep on amendments to PGS neighborhoods.
legislation Mayor Chavez sponsors several
Councilor Cadigan makes PGS presentation to Westside neighborhood association
District 3 coaltion mtg. meetings to attack the PGS.
Council staff meet with attorney representing Arguments are same as used by
UNM re: impact on Mesa del Sol NAIOP.
» Councilor Cadigan agrees with PGS opponent Opponents of PGS in Westside
Councilor Mayer to remove key Council staff Coalition attempt to recall Council
member from the Task Force meetings. Cadigan. Leaders include
chairman of Westside Coalition,
home builder Joe Inman, Sander
Rue and Jeff Armijo. The last two
ran against Cadigan for City
Council. Number of people claim
Mayor Chavez is linked to recall
effort.
Wk 5 | » PGS Citizens Task Force » Councilor Cadigan meets with District 3 (E. Sage Council one week door knocking NM for Smart Growth letter to all
meeting Griego) coalition rep on amendments to PGS campaign in District 4. Soltari prepares neighborhood associations leaders.
legislation talking points. Revenues collected would be
» Councilor Cadigan makes presentation to » Albuguergue Interfaith membership meeting routed from newer to older




Armijo Neighborhood Assoc

on the PGS. “APS Budget Developments”

neighborhoods, “mixed use and

» Councilor Cadigan appears on radio show Councilor Cadigan speaks at 1000 Friends of higher densities in your
about PGS N.M. forum on critical PGS issues: neighborhood”.
» Councilors E. Griego and Cadigan hold “Concurrency and the PGS”. About 14 people Recall campaign against Councilor
strategy mtg attend. Cadigan dropped for lack of
» Councilor Cadigan makes presentation on PGS support.
to Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association
Aug 2002
Wk 1 | » City Council hearing on » Councilor Cadigan meets with Mayor Chavez PGS coalition sends first mass mailer to NAIOP meeting on PGS.
PGS. Councilor Cadigan » Councilor Cadigan and Council staff meet with District 4 voters: “$1.9 billion is a lot of University economist Brian
substitutes F/S O-02-39 Albg. Journal editorial staff money.” McDonald asserts that urban
and R-02-111 for original » Councilor Cadigan makes resentation on PGS Community Health Partnership endorses PGS growth pays for itself. More than
PGS Ordinance. PGS bills bills to Albquerque / Bernalillo County Albuquerque Interfaith members testify at City 200 people attend. Mayor Chavez,
sent to Committee of the Government Committee. Council hearing on PGS. an advertise speakers, fails to
Whole mtg on 8/15 » Councilor Cadigan presents at Quaker Heights Albuquerque Interfaith membership meeting attend.
» PGS Citizens Task Force Neighborhood Assoc mtg on PGS. “Impact on APS if City Growth Trend NAIOP works inside the PGS
meeting » Councilor Cadigan appears on KUNM radio Continues.” Citizens Task Force to unlink the
show on PGS PGS Report, Preferred Alternative,
» Council staff meets with NAIOP featured etc. from the PGS legislation, and
speaker Brian McDonald on his findings to control the composition of the
» Councilor Cadigan meets with District 5 implementation oversight
Coalition (Cadigan) on PGS committee.
» Councilor Payne gets polls result showing
support in his District for PGS
» Council Cadigan meets with Councilor Payne
Wk 2 | » PGS Citizens Task Force Albuquerque Interfaith mtg — “The Proposed NAIOP works inside the Citizens

meeting

» City Council Committee of
the Whole mtg on PGS.
PGS bills sent to Council
mtg of 9/23 on a “Without
Recommendation” motion.

Planned Growth Strategy”. Councilor
Cadigan makes presentation.

PSG coalition sends send mass mailing to
District 4 voters: Don’t Let Mayor Chavez Sell
Us Short”.

Sage Council operates pro-PGS phone bank.
Supporters of the PGS respond to criticism
that legislation will change existing zoning and
sector plans. Letter to all neighborhood
associations and leaders.

Albuquerque Interfaith press conference on
the need for concurrency between urban
growth and school facility planning.
Albuquergue Interfaith membership meeting

Task Force to unlink the PGS
Report findings and
recommendations including
Preferred Alternative from the PGS
legislation and also to control the
composition of the implementation
oversight committee through the
Mayor’s appointments.




on the PGS. “The Proposed Planned Growth
Strategy. Council Cadigan speaks to group.
Supporters of the PGS press conference in
front of City Hall. “Outraged Homeowners Are
Tired of Rising Property Taxes and Falling
Home Values”.

Supporters of PGS report endorsements of
110 businesses, groups, and individuals.
Includes 28 neighborhood and home owners
groups.

Wk 3 | » PGS Citizens Task Force » Council staff drafts response to NAIOP Albuquerque Interfaith organizes 50 members | » NAIOP works inside the Citizens
meeting presentation by Brian McDonald. Drafts letter to attend APS board meeting supporting Task Force to unlink the PGS
to the editor from Council E. Griego. resolution supporting the PGS Report findings and
» Councilors Cadigan and Griego meet with PGS recommendations including
support coalition Preferred Alternative from the PGS
» Council Cadigan meets with Custom Builders legislation and also to control the
Council of N.M. composition of the implementation
» Councilor Cadigan attend Chamber of oversight committee through the
Commerce breakfast Mayor’s appointments.
» Councilor Cadigan meets with Sierra Club
Wk 4 | » PGS Citizens Task Force » Councilors Cadigan and V. Griego meet on Albuquerque Interfaith membership meeting. NAIOP works inside the Citizens
meeting PGS legislation “Fall Organizing and Electoral Strategy” Task Force to unlink the PGS
» Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet with Report findings and
PGS support coalition recommendations including
» Councilor Cadigan meets with Councilor Payne Preferred Alternative from the PGS
legislation and also to control the
composition of the implementation
oversight committee through the
Mayor’s appointments.
Sep 2002
Wk 1 » Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet with Albuquerque Interfaith clergy encouraged to NAIOP lobbies APS board to
PGS support coalition make connection between healthy endorse “a planned growth
» Councilor V. Griego and Council staff meet with communities and the PGS strategy” instead of “the Planned
neighborhood association leaders and Citizen Albuquerque Interfaith holds 2 meetings with Growth Strategy”. This is language
Task Force members. Councilor Winter related to school facility / in APS board resolution.
» Councilor Cadigan attends Westside Coalition urban growth concurrency NAIOP works inside the Citizens

mig

Albuquerque Interfaith holds 12 House
Meetings on PGS and public schools facilities
planning

Task Force to unlink the PGS
Report findings and
recommendations including




Albuquerque Interfaith holds voter registration
training session for 65 members.

1000 Friends of NM publication, Nuestro
Pueblo, contain articles supporting PGS
Albuquerque Interfaith. APS endorses “a
planned growth strategy”. Interfaith reports
goals of registering 3,000 new voters.

Preferred Alternative from the PGS
legislation and also to control the
composition of the implementation
oversight committee through the
Mayor’s appointments.

Wk 2 | » PGS Citizens Task Force » Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet with 1000 Friends of NM forum on critical PGS » NAIOP works inside the Citizens
meeting PGS support coalition issues: “Economic Realities and Planning Task Force to unlink the PGS
» PGS Citizens Task Force » Councilor Cadigan attends League of Women Essentials for Genuine Smart Growth”. Report findings and
meeting Voters mtg. Estimated 23 people attend. recommendations including
» Councilor Cadigan meets with District 5 Preferred Alternative from the PGS
(Cadigan) neighborhood association leaders legislation and also to control the
» Council staff meets with Councilor Cadigan re: composition of the implementation
problems related to amendments being made oversight committee through the
by the Citizens TF to PGS legislation. Mayor’s appointments.

Wk 3 » Councilors Cadigan and E. Griego meet with 1000 Friends of NM distribute paper criticizing

PGS support coalition efforts of developer reps on the Citizens Task
» Councilor Cadigan meets with Leadership Albq Force to remove the PGS “Preferred

participants re: PGS Alternative”, delete references to the PGS
» Councilor Cadigan meets with Mayor Chavez Report, and eliminate organizations

on PGS supporting the PGS from the implementation
» Council staff meets with Albg. Journal editorial oversight committee.

staff
» Councilor Cadigan and Council staff meet re:

problems related to amendments being made

by the Citizens TF to PGS legislation.

Wk 4 | » Citizen Task Force PGS supporters testify » PGS opponents testify
spokesperson reluctantly » NMSG radio campaign in opposition
reports the group supports to PGS legislation
the amended versions of
the PGS bills.

» City Council mtg.

Substitute bills F/S 0-02-
39 and F/S R-02-111
introduced based on TF
recommendations. Bills
amended and adopted by
7-2 vote. Adopted
amendments strengthen




link to PGS report.
Mayor Chaves signs F/S
0-02-39.

Oct 2002

Wk 1

Wk 2

Mayor Chaves signs F/S
R-02-111

Wk 3

Wk 4

Wk 5

Nov 2002

Dec 2002

Jan 2003

Mayor Chaves appears
before 250 members of
NAIOP. Says “you are
getting your ears boxed —
they have out-worked you
and out-organized you”.
NAIOP president says
“We're thankful we have
someone on our side at
City Hall.”
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Thinking about growth

The Planned Growth Strategy,
released last fall, was three years
in the making, cost $400,000 and
weighs in at 750 pages. It was
comrnissioned by the city of Albu-
quergue and Bernalillo County
and assembled by scores of na-
tional and local consultants and
city and county staff. Public input
was gathered during two town
halls and eitywide surveys.

It has two parts. The first, called
the findings feport, examines the
efficiency and rationality of the in-

-frastructure delivery systems. En-
gineering consultants produced a
status report an the area’s water,
wastewater, storm drainage, traf-

“fic and transit.

“We were lacking the basic in-
forntation you would want to be
goad stewards over the infra-
structure we have,” Colombo said.
“You caw't start a program to keep
infrastructure in good condition
until you have an assessrnent of its
présent condition.”

The assessment created a con-
text.for thinking about a growth
plan. The study's second partis
called the preferred aliernative,
and looks at planned growth
goals, implementation and fund-
ing alternatives. kt includes an
analysis of the Bernalillo County
economy in terms of the impacts
of the growth plan and of growth.
And it has a survey of 19 U.S.
comrnunities with mattre growth
management plans and the out-
comes of thase plans.

The report plots a preferred pat-
tem of where populaton and em-
ployment will be in different dme
periods aver the next 25 years.
“Core to the idea of a planned
growth strategy is a plan for the
orderly phasin'g and timing of
growth in the future,” Colombo
said. “The plan takes the officigl
forccast of population and em-
ployment from COG (Middle Rio
Grande Council of Governments)
and says, ‘How do we best accom-
modate the mest reliable guess of
how fast we're going to grow?™

A successful planned growth

strategy would save the city, -

county and private developers -
aboui $355 million in infrastruc-

ture costs and $1.4 billion-in pri--
vate transportation costs over 25

years, the repott said.

Some key findings of the report
are:

w'The city’s capital program
" should be studied, not just in
terms of growih but in terms of
addressing rehabilitation and de-
ficiencies in infrastructure, such
as insufficient capacity and road-
way congestion. “We tried to
think of infraseruciure needs in a

holistic way,” Colombo said.

By maost estimates, Albu-
querqueisabout $2 b]lhon behind
in the rehabilitation of éxisting in-
frastructure, “It’s an issue of prop-
erly managing the assets you have
to.the benefit of the community,”
Colombe said. “If you don't main-
tain and reRabinfrastructure ina
_timely way, you're mcumng
many times higher costs.”

» Incentives for development
should be more closely linked to
the policies of government. “If the
community wants infill develop-
mernt, a better Downtown, cre-
dtion of neighborhoods on the
West Side, {f we want jobs closer
o housmg, then incentives should
be provided in those cases,”
Colombo said. “Be selective in
how incentives are used in devel-
opment, That would be diffe_rent
from what we're doing now.”

® The city needs infrastructure
concurrency {timing fnfrastruc-
ture construction with develop-
ment); This will improve the qual-
ity of neighborhoods on-the
fringe, Colomibo said.

® A publicprivate pa.rtnershjp is
critical to reaching the strategy’s
goals. Colombo said it should be
largely the public sectot’s respon-
sibility to fix deficiencies and re-
habilitate older areas so the pri-

vate sector can come in and with' .

less diffictilty and expensc, build
the kinds of projects the commu-
hity wants. '

‘He'said cooperation will be par-
teularly important in developing
the thousands of acres of land the
city has identified as infill. That
land is expensive to develop be-

cause of the need to correct inifrd-

structure deficiencies.

Bomn of problems

Problems experienced by the
development ‘cOmmunity
prompred the study, said County
Commissioner Tim Curnmins,
who was a city councilor at the
time, “There were several things
that came together that made us
recognize we needed to do busi-
ness differently,” he said. “The
recognition of those issues wasre-
ally dnven Dby the impact-fee dis-
cussion.”

Impact fees are charges ast
sessed to developers tg recover
some of the cost to local govern-
ment of providing public facilities
innew areas, Cummins, a real es-

tate developer, said the develop- -

ment industry viewed its respon-
sibility in funding projects as arbi-

“As a developet, the costs were
something you couldn’t accurate-
ly project because there were ba-
sic utility expansmn charges, then
negotiated exactions — we call
‘thein extortions — for traffic mit-
1gat1011 hydrology -and such,

There were a whole slew of con-
cems that made development un-
certaln as to the total cost.™
Developers went to the Legisla-
ture and asked for mandated im-
pact-fees so the cost of develop-
ment would be evenly distributed
-and predictable. The Legislature
obliged and the city and county
drafted impact fee ordinances.
Cummins said the City Council
took a lock and saw that the pro-
posed rutes didn't fix the problem.
“The impact fees paid for a certain
Basic level of service but didn't do
away with exactions for traffic
mitigation-and other things spe-
cific to a development,” be said.
At the same time, the city was
" working on-the Transportation
Evaluation Study and drafting a
resolution to reguire higher équi-

ty participation in the public
works capital program to curb -

rapid g'rowth'of the revenue bond
program.

“There were 4 1ot of types of -

planning discussions, so whatthe
-council did was to start looking at
the larger issue of what was
Wrong with the - development
process,” Cummins said.

Councilors complaiiied that the

city’s capital plan was not tied to
the comprehensive plan. Zoning
was identified as another problem,
“Zoning is a wreck,” Cumming
said. “You've got nearly 50 secior
developmient plans, plus corridor
plans — just shy of 150 different
planning documents, including
overlays, that have components of
zoning somewhere in them.

“Not only that, within sector

plans there are certain cornimer-

cial and residential zones for Nob
Hill that are different than Down.-
town and different than Sawmill.
There’s not even consistency with
the zoning classifications within
different secvor plans. And they're
all different from what the under-
lving moning code is.”

Components of growth

Cumimins said a nationai con-

sultant told the couricil that in
cities where impact fees work,
they are measurable and tied to
the marginal cost of growth. -
“So we started putting things to-
gether,” he said. “How do we cre-
ate a toolbox for the community

for development that has the dif- |

ferent components of growth?” |
The main components were
identified as the capital plan, im-

" pact fees and zoning. Cummins

said the capital plan needed to be
defined, impact fees tied to the
marginal cost of growth based on

the capital plan-for infrastructure, -

and zoning overhailed.
- “That's what you see in the
Planned Growth Soategy — how

i reldte the capital program, im- .

_pactfees and zoning as your tools

to encourage and malke it easy for
the market and development com-

- mumity to do the things thatare in

line with what the government

. paifits as the preferred growth pat-

terns, and give disincentives to
others without artificially ereating
-arbitrary boundaries for growth,”
Curaniins said.

Colombo said the capital plan
now docésn’t link infrastructure
provistons with growth of the
colrmunity. As a'consequence, he
said, development is petmitted in
the face of high levels of conges-
‘tion, especially in traffie, but also
in terms of schools; parks, police

. ang other services,

“The fact is, there is only a weak

‘connection between our under-.

standing of where growth will

- happen with the provisiom of in- -

frastfucture to support that
growth,” he said.

 Another issue was that policies
outlined in the comprehensive
plan and centers and corridors
plan had not been translated into
the regulations and charges de-
velopers face when they want to
build. “We had not taken the time

to say, ‘Here's the kind of commu- -

nity we want to build and let's
make it easier, faster and, hope-
fullly, less expensive to build that
community,” Golombo- said.
“When developers tried to do
what was in our policies, they
found it difficult, expensive and
very time-consuming to accom-
‘plishit.”

Not business as nsual -

Cummins said there is a discon-
nect between policy-and the ap-
proval process at the Environmen-
tal Planning Comimission. Projects
thatadvance city policy often dor’t
make it through the approval
_pracess, he said,

“The disconnect was that the
gavernment didn’t understand
how the market worked and the
matlet didn’t understand how the
government worked,” he said.

Colombo said infill, fringe de-

velopment and care of existing .

neighborhioods are all parts of the
strategy. About 30 percent of resi-
dents polled by the city said they
had seen a decline in the tondition
of their neighborhoods, he said.
“There are a number of different
elements of this that really imeant
we needed to do business differ-
«ently,” he said. “The solution isn’t
juist to do business as usual.”
Cummins said. the document
seeks to frame the growth discus-
sion differently and not pit no-
growth groups against developets.
“It’s not a- win-lose deal,” he said.
“Everybody needs to understand
we've got a-lose-lose situation
now. We need to reframe the dis-
cussion so infill areas get the at-
‘tention they need, fringe gets the

‘support it needs. This is what thy

Plammed Growth Strategy does, It
a reframing of the discussion, ;
defining of the issues and hov
they relate o each other 50 we car
start working on how to prioritiz
to implement the strategy.” -

He said marginal changes —fo
example, a 2 percent increase i

_mass transit use or a little morn

density — could make a big im
pact cnroads and mflastructun
COStS.

The next step for the plan is con
sideraiion by the City Council arx
County Commission, The strateg
sets goals that would requirefu
ture fegislative and administrativ
changes. ‘

- “Irsets the process up,” Color
bo said. “The sources of the prot
lem are the zoning code, the capi
tal program, the planning behin
infrastructure, the line extensiol
policy, subdivision ordinance, A
of the structure of what peopl
build; how they get-approvec
what the process is like, how it’
funded:and who pays for it are th
keys to this.”

~ Getting it done
. Cummins said implementatio
of the strategy will be complicate

-and time conswhing, but is poss

ble. “Itwill be a test of the politic:
will,” he said.”

CltyCOlmcilor Mlchael Cadiga
said there is support for th
Planned Growth Strategy on th
council, “Ithink itis critical to de
veloping our city in'a way the

" does not result in overcrowde

schools and overtaxed police de
partments, and critieal te makin
sure property taxes don't g
through the roof to pay for-in
provements to new neighbo
hoods at the far western part of th
¢ity,” he said, “The strategy will a
low us to consider, when we buil
anew subdivision, is there roomi
the schools for the kids who liv
theret .

“We have a new City Cournic
and a number of us are champin
at the bit to get this done. Citie
that do thiskind of thing turm o1

o be vibrant economically an

cities that continue to build witl

- out forethought or analysis- bt

come high-tax, high- congestlo
and poot-service quality cities.”
Councilor Hess Yntema said tF
plan “offers the opportunity for tt
city to provide its services in
more cost-eftficient manner.™ . -
“I'm interested and supporti
and grateful thatwe're getting tt
plan’on the table,” he said. “Som
thing like this is absclutely nee
ed. It addresses the problem in

-more comprehensive mannet.”

Next week: The business com
munity responds fo tte Planned
Grawth Strategy.
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responsible long-term management
of the area’s resourees. Butit's justa
framework at this point. There are
many, many details stll to be re-
solved.”

Victor Chavez, the city’s new plan-
ning directorand a founder of Chavez
Grieves Engineering Consultants, said
planned srowth supports the vision of
acity with a vital Downtown, oppor-
tunities to live nearwork and a vaniety
oflifestyleoptions. |

“We need to be careful that in im-
plementation, we don't choke off de-
velopment, that we find a way to bal-
ance it, provide incentives where
needed, but keep it balané®d so that
people aren’t shut out, or otherwise
we'll force development to adjacent
counties,” he said.

City Council.: Councilors Michael
Cadigan, Hess Yntema and Greg
Payne said planned growth would al-

low the dity to provide bei:ner q_uahty ;

service in a more cost:

Payne said planned growth should
have been implemented years ago.
“The time was yesterday, but at least

5 we‘n: doing sclmethmg today,” hie

“l‘hePia.tmedGrmm Strategywill fringe area

not be all things to all people. But if
you think what we have now is the
best we can do, then leave the status
quoin place: Thelieve there’s room for
improventent that focuses more on
quality oflife-and less on medioerity.”

A question marl is the posidon of

Mayor Martin Chavez. Chavez was
mayor when the planned growth ef-
“fort was launched in the mid-1990s.
Butmost of the work was done under
his successor, furmarMayurJ'unBa(z.

Chavez’s spokeswoman, Deborah
James, said the mayor “will continue
studying the Planned Growth Strate-
&y’ and meetwith city and county of-
ficials to understand the document’s

Devilish details

While stakeholders in general sup-
port the plan’s goals, they raise con-
cems about specific points.

“The devil is in the details,” said
Wells, who sat on the Planned Growth
Strategy advisory committee, “What
we ended up with is over 700 pages of
complicated, dense stuff. We should
be tackling it. But it’s going to'be con-
troversial because it's complicated and
because people have different views.”

Wells said developers “live and.
breathemﬁnsareaofwm:kevery day”
and should have imput into how'the
growth plan is implemented. He said
MAIOP is concerned about some of
the implementation alternatives, “not
because our ox is getting gored,” but
because of the possibility of unin-
tenided consequences.

Forexample, the plan suggests that
one way to ensure inner city revital-
ization is to prohibit certain kinds of

growth on the fringe untl a set level
‘of inner-city viralityis achieved, Wells

said. Suchastranagywuuldhaveﬂie: |
unintended consequence of limiting
market alternatives and choice for |

homeowners, he said.

“We think you have to deal careful-
lywith the marketeconomy. The way
isthroughincentives, not prohibitions.
T you want to live outside the 1960
boundary and there areno homes left,
the markethas been constrained,”he
said. “Whien you tise prohibitions in-
stead of incentives to create more at-

tractive markets, it's our observation, |
being involved in a market economy, |
tharalot can happen that'snotneces- |
There issupport for the plan onthe s ]

3

City Council Services and an architect
of the Planned Groweh Strategy. said
the plan doesn’t restrict fringe devel-
opment within the water and sewer
semceam“\uvhﬂerhegmwﬂl strat-
egyis very concerned about the vital-
uyn!ohernelgimmwds more than

-amajority of the new housing in the

next 25 years is called for within this
area,” hesaid.

_Hesaid the recommendations re-
ferred to byWe]b arein the planned
communities beyond the water ser-
vice area in the Comprehensive Plan
Reserve and Rural Areas.

We]ls said- ]Jf. a]so is concem.ed

detSol—should be phased in. “We're
concerned that Mesa del Sol, a state
Land Office project, will get the go-

ahead and the others will be made to

waita generation or so,” he said. “That

choice being made by government

‘makes us uneasy. It creates a monop-

oly of sorts for edge planned commu-
nities. We think a betteridea is that all
the amasw]lldevelopmappmpna[e

-phasing as they are

Ooun_ty ComﬂnssmnerTl,m Cum-
mins said a lack of choice cauges
sprawl. “Ventana Ranch is not
‘sprawl,” hesaid. “Sprawl iswhen the.
family who wants that level of hous-
ing can't find it and moves to Los Lu-
nas or Belen, That's sprawl.”

The movement of families away

from the city erodes the tax base nec-

essary to maintain existing neighbor-
hoods, he said.

Timing and pacing

Folkman, who also sat on the advi-
sory committee, said Albuquerque
doesnt have a growth pmblem bu!:
doeshavean i
problem. He said caplta.l u'npmvea
ments funding isnot tHed to the city’s
comprehensive plan. -

arily ;
Lou Colombo, deputy directorof

Dan Mayfield/Tribune:

The Planned Growth Strategy recommends that development
incentives be tied to government pelicies. City pelicy supports infill
de'velupment, iike the Zona de Colores in Downtown, but such

“If the Planned Growth Strategy
helps tie those two together, wearein
support efit,” he said.

He said developers have a I.egu:l

edge  mate complaint that city policy and
—QuaﬂRmch,WesﬂmdandM&sa' > el

‘the approval process at the Environ-
menmlPlanmngComnjsmon arenot
insync, an issue the Planned Growth
Strategy seeks to address. He said pro-
jects that advance city policy, such as
infill development, often don't make
it through the approval process.

‘Folkman said he is concerned abnut
the plan’s goal of concurrency, in
wh&dwdopumm timed with con-
struction of infrastructure. He said
coneurrency is a good concept that is
seldom implemented in a fair and eq-
uitable way.

Concurrency requiresa builder to
deal with multiple agencies including
police; schools and parks, and has
been used'in some cities to stop
growth, Folkanan said. “You getfive,
six, seven agencies involved and it be-
comes almostimpossible to ga'ﬂle ap-
provals you need for a project,” he
said. “The reality is, on a day-te-day
basis, it doesn’t work. It inroduces a
i_.eviel of risk that developers are not
willing to take. Then you have fewer
developers in the marketplace doing
less development, and it drives up the
cost because supply is down but de-
mand is the same. That's very trou-
blingtome.”

And Folkman said development im-

projects often don't survive the approval process.

pact fees, identified in the study asone
of several tools to fund growth, should
be reasonable. “Impact fees throttle
growth if they are too high,” he said.

““There should be a combination of

funding sources to continue to sup-

port growth.”

Paying for roads

Bob Murphy, president of Sandia
Properties Lrd., the developer of Ven-
tana Ranchon I:bP.West Side, said traf-
ficissues must be part of any discus-
sion of planned growth. “We have not
put moneyinto traffic infrastructure
in two-decades,” he said.“We mst
address polu:ees to catch up on arteri-
al road building.”

Murphy said Albuquerque is slow
‘growing compared to other cities in
the Southwest and that anti-growth
policies have cutinto revenues. “Ifwe
no longer have new gmwth taxes
will go up substantially,” he said.
“Generally, two-thirds of growth is
ourr children and grandchildren. We
needgrowthas a family-based com-

Nm:physmdhemuldmppartpub
lic infrastructire districts as a way to
finance services. Such districts allow
the bonding of specific areas, with
new residents of those areas paying
for the bonds.

“]t'sawaymﬁuame nfrastructure
thatdoesn'tkill the - Growth

pays for growth,” he said. “It’s hap-

pemngm ‘other places and it works.
We shouldn’trun ami hide fromit”

: Ilollf-dlls

Architect Dale DekkeI of Dekker/
PmWSabatmxsa}dhewouldhke to
see the Planned Growth Strategy
linked to a planned economic devel-
opmentsirategy.

“Economic development is about
creating opportunities for people who
live here to better themselves and to
create commerce for our ciry. Cities,
which are very complex systems, &x-
ist because of commierce, because of
business” he said. “Sustainabilityis an
issue when itcomes toissues of water
and air. But at the same time we need
to recognize that you need the infu-
sion of new people and the vitality
that growth can bring withit.”

The Planned Growth Strategy is just
that — a strategy and not a plan,
Delker said. He said the key to-any
planis implementation. “The details
of the plan and mplementation
documents that come out of that are
going to be critical to the future
viability of the community,” he said.
“The exercise of documenting the
forces that shape our communityand

developing alternative scenarios

about how we grow are the founda-
tion of further planning, but there
have to be some underlying values
built into it that recognize how and
why cities grow. And government

do%‘n‘:gmfw cities. The private sector
does.”

Pubfic imolvement

Mitchell, of 1000 Friends of New
Mexico, said such issues as impact fees
and development incentives will be
“hashed out and subject tosome
fy aggressive negotation.”

He said his group is concerned about
the availability.of water in relation to
growth. He said the Planned Growth
Strategy mentions warer mostly in
terms of delivery mi

“In 30 years, nobody has an idea
where waterwill come from to keep
the city going, and this plan doesn't
take that on,” he said. “It mentions
that water is a scarce resource but
doesmt provide for any specific mech-
anism for-analyzing water availabili-
ty to particular projecis.”

Mitchell said 1000 Friends believes
the public should be more fiivolved in
implementation thanit was in devel-
opment of the plan. “When it gets
down to the details, it’s very importnt
that thenet be cast as wide as possible
to incorporate people. It's clear that
the extent towhich these plans have
sticceeded has been in part because of
open public participation,” he said.
“The publicwas on board, understood
it, wanted it, supported it. Where it
has been less successful are places
where the pubhc pamapatmn has
been fairly

Folkman said he would like to see
the three city and county groups that
are dealing with planning— the infill
task force, Shared Vision and the
Planned Growth Strategy team —
work together, (Shared Vision is re-
viewing the Comprehensive Plan.)

“They'te all disconnected, but there
arestrong relationships and common
elements between the three,” he said.
“r'd like to see one l:i:umpr'ehensfve
committee that joins all the studies
and recommendations into one and
ties it to the Capital Improvements
Program plan, which is the fourth el-
ement, Tharwould help immensely.”

Facing fears

Wells said compromise will be the
key to agreement on how the city
should grow.

“We say the preferred alternative is
a good starting point — actuaily it's
more a good starting point, it'sa
good midpoint,” he said. “Butlets talk
about the things that worry us. Let’s
talk about change. We are confident
that if we all continue to pull togeth-
er, welll come to & consensus to move
forward for our community.

“Nothing’s ever come this far. Noth-
ing prepared previously by the city and
county to look arthese issues has risen
to this level of analysis and profession-
alism. All the stakeholders won't get all
they want, including NAIOP. We have
to realize that gelting a planned
growth strategy is an important goal
and getting everything each of us
wants isnot. Lay that aside.”



The Albuquerque Metropolitan Area Planned Growth Strategy:
A Comprehensive Urban Growth Management System
Louis J. Colombo, Ph.D.

Introduction

Many regional growth management plans
are long on vision but short on the nuts and bolts
to make them work. One major limitation is the
absence of a comprehensive, mutually reinforcing
set of implementation tools, without which all
the years of public involvement of thousands
of individuals can be rendered inconsequential.
Another limitation is the lack of attention to
older neighborhoods that is necessary to obtain
their buy-in to a program that will impact

them substantially. Both lessons were taken to
heart by Albuquerque during its decade-long
effort to adopt its “Planned Growth Strategy”.

This article provides an overview of
the Planned Growth Strategy (PGS), focusing
especially on the integration of implementation
system elements. It addresses what many people
in the community believed was a failure of past
planning efforts - the absence of effective follow-
through. The ten main elements of the PGS growth
management paradigm are contained in Figure 1.

Long Term Vision

Urban Growth Management
Implementation

Figure 1 - Elements of the Planned Growth Strategy



The elements include: a long term vision
statement; land use plan; government service
delivery policies; partnership with the public
schools; zoning, design standards, development
review process; capital improvement program;
development impact fees; adequate public facilities
ordinance; incentives, inducements, coordination
of resources; and other recommended changes
needed to align internally a number of preexisting
policies, procedures, and resources. The PGS
is a synthetic approach to implementing urban
growth management that is strengthened through
each of its parts and balances attention to growth
at the fringe with that to older neighborhoods.

This article discusses each of the PGS
implementation tools contained and how it is
used in furtherance of the community’s vision
of the future. At the start of the next section
of the article, we review the consequences
of the absence of effective urban growth
management in Albuquerque prior to the PGS.

The Albuquerque Planned Growth
Strategy (PGS) is a forceful urban growth
management program. Albuquerque’s previous
growth management efforts stretched back
over a 10-year period,’ but these efforts had
been stalemated in a political climate that was
more comfortable with accommodating private
development initiatives than proactively guiding
growth.? The PGS broke through the very
real bulwark of political resistance. Two bills
adopting almost all of the PGS recommendations
were enacted by the City of Albuquerque in the
Fall of 2002 (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002; Bill

No. F/S R-02-111, 2002). The Planned Growth
Strategy report in its entirety and the legislation
can be found on www.cabg.gov/council.

There are several reasons why the
Albuquerque Planned Growth Strategy is an
important national model for urban growth
management programs.>  The PGS contains
a comprehensive and coordinated set of
implementation mechanisms. It emphasizes
financial incentives and disincentives rather than
regulations to reach desired outcomes. The PGS
consciously links neighborhood development,
in older and new areas, with urban growth
management. A comprehensive national study
of growth management programs found a
relative absence of focus on the redevelopment
benefits of growth management on older urban
neighborhoods (Nelson and Dawkins, 2003). In
the course of fostering desirable neighborhoods,
the PGS evolves into a method for reforming
the delivery of many local government
services, not just those related more narrowly
to development. The Planned Growth Strategy
calls for exceptional cross-agency coordination
by incorporating the Albuquerque Public School
into the urban growth plan. This is timely in the
context of the current partnership of the Council
of Educational Facility Planners (CEFPI) and
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in
revising school facility standards. Lastly, the
Albuquerque example is salient because over time
the city annexed urban growth in a methodical
way (Rusk, 1995): the PGS addresses the full
range of setting, from the urban fringe to declining
older neighborhoods and semi-rural areas.



Why Growth Management Matters

The PGS is a response to Albuquerque’s
past reactive and piecemeal approach to urban
growth. Some of the consequences of prior
practices include: subsidies of public services
for fringe development by all rate and tax-
payers (including low income ones) and by
infill developers; neighborhood decline and
significant movement of existing residents
from older neighborhoods to the urban fringe;
an approximately billion dollar back-log in
infrastructure rehab and deficiency-correction
needs, much of that in older neighborhoods;
inefficient city service delivery and resulting
cuts in programs at times of budget short-falls;
empty school desks in older neighborhoods and
metal portable classrooms at the fringe, leading
to disrupted school schedules; and decayed older
commercial corridors. (Robbins, **; City of
Albuquerque and County of Bernalillo [COA/
COB], 2001a, pp. 40-47; City of Albuquerque
and County of Bernalillo [COA/COB], 2001b,
pp. 25-33, 210-211; Revised Ordinances
of the City of Albuquerque, 1994, §6-4-8).

In 1999, a survey of all residents found that
only 26% believed that Albuquerque was “well
planned” and 30% said that they noted “a decline
in the appearance of properties, or that owner-
occupied homes are turning into rentals” in their
neighborhood in the previous year. (Research and
Polling, 1999, pp. 21, 24) Focus group research
conducted in 2001 for a proposed update to the
Comprehensive Plan found many Albuquerque
residents have lost faith in local leadership to
implement plans. (Shared Vision, Inc., 2001,
p. 9) These outcomes can be found in other urban
areas with similar reactive approaches to growth.

The text box summarizes the components
of the Planned Growth Strategy report,
the products of a four year study period.

The Planned Growth Strateqy Report

The PGS report includes the following elements:

Two Town Halls conducted by the non-profit Shared
Vision, Inc. entitled Creating a Sustainable Future
Through Quality Growth: Strategy and Action Plan and
Shared Vision Report on Planned Communities Forum
(Shared Vision, Inc., 1998; Shared Vision, Inc., 1999).
These meetings provide guiding vision statements for
the growth plan.

Three alternative growth scenarios, each making use
of the same, official forecasts of overall metropolitan
area population, housing, and employment growth for
a 25 year period. The scenarios are called “Trend”,
“‘Downtown” (focused on large centers), and “Balanced”
(emphasizing jobs-housing balance).

The three alternative growth scenarios led to a
Preferred Alternative land use plan that includes the
phasing and timing of population, employment, and
housing growth over a 25 year period. The Preferred
Alternative is guided by policies derived from the Town
Halls, Comprehensive Plan, other adopted legislation,
cost factor analyses, and other criteria.

The estimated public and private costs for major
infrastructure elements including streets, water,
wastewater, hydrology, and transit for each of the first
three scenarios.

A macro-economic model of the benefits of growth to
the county’s economy for the alternatives.

A description of other social and economic
consequences of urban growth, addressing such
topics as housing costs, school quality, crime, and
segregation.

A survey of urban growth management techniques
used in a number of other localities with long-standing
programs and their reported positive and negative
consequences.

An inventory of vacant developable and redevelopable
land.

Implementation techniques for achieving the
community’s vision and realizing the Preferred
Alternative land use plan. These elements include:

the capital improvement program, development impact
fees, adequate public facilities regulations, government
service delivery policies, partnership with the public
schools, zoning and design standards, inducements
and incentives, and a number of other changes.

Financial requirements to carrying out the PGS capital
plan.

A regulatory structure outline to guide the drafting of
legislation and administrative regulations to implement
the Planned Growth Strategy.



Toward a New Urban Growth
Management Paradigm

The shortcomings of Albuquerque’s
implementation efforts have a long, if not
distinguished, historical precedent. Early

planning practice, notably in Washington, D.C.
(1902), Cleveland (1903), San Francisco (1906),
and Chicago (1909), focused on comprehensive
approaches to urban growth, often addressing
systems of public buildings, streets, public art, and
parks. The focus of planning efforts that followed
shifted to zoning regulation for the development of
specific parcels of land. In 1926, Alfred Bettman
presented a defense for the Village in Village of
Euclid v. Ambler Realty Co., the landmark case that
upheld zoning. However, the negative consequence
of this sequence of events was that zone codes
often were adopted “unrelated to a general plan
for the fulfillment of community aspirations”
(Scott, 1995, pp. 238-239). Bettman believed
that the zoning code, subdivision ordinance,
and expenditures of public funds should serve
as tools to implement the comprehensive plan.

Albuquerque adopted its zone code in 1959
without the guidance of a comprehensive plan,
elements of which were first approved between

1964 and 1972. A new Albuquerque/Bernalillo
County Comprehensive Plan was enacted in
1975. The city did not then, or afterwards,
thoroughly review zoning to make these
requirements consistent with the goals and policies
of the Comprehensive Plan. Critical planning
implementation tools, e.g. zoning, the capital
improvement program, development related
charges, and policies related to the extension of
water and sewer service, had never been effectively
aligned with the community’s long term vision for
the future. The rules, processes, and charges faced
on a day-by-day basis by developers who built
Albuquerque were not consistent with and were
sometimes incompatible with the Comprehensive
Plan’s vision. Understandably, many Albuquerque
residents grew critical of local planning.

Participants in the Planned Growth
Strategy Town Halls provided succinct guidance
for achieving their long-term vision: they
wanted a “different, more intentional approach
to growth that is not reactive or piecemeal but
instead follows carefully considered principles”
(COA/COB, 2001b, p. 22). The PGS Town Hall
participants called for nothing less than a far-
reaching paradigm shift for Albuquerque’s growth.



Ten Steps Toward Urban Growth
Management

The Planned Growth Strategy is a
mutually-reinforcing lattice of implementation
techniques: none are effective in isolation and
all are necessary for the program to be fully
effective. Figure 1 above contains a graphic
of these elements. The remainder of the paper
describes each of the elements, covering their
rationale, expression, and inter-connections.

1. Long Term Community Vision.
Long-term goals are expressions of residents’ vision
of the community. Accessible and compelling,
they are descriptions of community conditions
reaching 20 or 25 years in the future if the planning
work undertaken is realized. They continually
inform “what” is to be achieved, to which the plan
responds “how”. A set of goals becomes the touch-
stone for the growth management plan.

The principle way that the Planned
Growth  Strategy obtains its fundamental
direction is through two Town Halls conducted
by the non-profit Shared Vision, Inc. The Town
Halls were attended by more than 500 people
who represented diverse interests including
neighborhood associations; students; community
based organizations; developers; business leaders;
builders; realtors; civic and advocacy groups;
elected and appointed governmental officials;
professionals mostly in the development field
such as architects, attorneys, and planners; and
government employees (Shared Vision, Inc.,
1998, p. 3; Shared Vision, Inc., 1999, p. 1).

The Town Hall reports contain the basis
of the long-term goals expressed in the PGS
Report (COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 16-24). These
vision statements are reviewed in the text box.*

Vision Statement.

* The existing community and its built environment

— including the young and old, working people,
homes, stores, offices and factories, parks, schools,
streets, water and sewer systems, its landscape

and neighborhoods, and the economic needs of its
residents — are the principal priorities for government
action and spending.

* Residents, whether in already developed areas or in

new developments, live in stable, supportive, and
aesthetically satisfying communities. These planned
neighborhoods are diverse in terms of income, cultural
background, and age; have close proximity to activity
centers that contain businesses that serve basic needs
and also civic facilities such as schools, preschools,
and parks; be pedestrian, bicycle, and transit friendly;
located close to employment opportunities; include a
mix of housing types and densities; and incorporate an
aesthetically satisfying built environment.

Neighborhoods have on-going improvement socially,
economically, and in the built environment. Urban
growth has positive impacts on residents’ lives and their
neighborhoods. Individuals’ investments in their homes
and businesses are protected.

Sufficient public resources are made available on
an annual basis to maintain and rehabilitate public
infrastructure and facilities and to correct deficiencies in
infrastructure over time.

New homes, offices, and businesses are adequately
served with infrastructure and facilities including
streets, water, wastewater, hydrology, parks, schools,
and other facilities.

The environment is protected and restored through
preservation of vistas, maintenance of open space,
natural resource conservation, biological diversity,
and urban growth that is harmonious with the natural
environment.

There is efficient management of the water and sewer
utility, government services such as public safety,
libraries, schools, etc.; and efficient provision of capital
facilities such as streets, water and sewer service,
hydrology, parks, community centers, and schools. The
public’s wealth is conserved through the preservation of
existing neighborhoods.



2. Preferred Alternative Land Use
Plan. Effective urban growth programs
are based on a land wuse plan addressing
the phasing, timing, and nature of desired
development. In the PGS report, the land use
plan is referred to as the “Preferred Alternative”.
The following section covers the nature,
importance, and key characteristics of the plan.

Land wuse plans may institutionalize
current development practices or, better yet,
they may reflect adopted policies. In the
past, Albuquerque adopted a set of socio-
economic forecasts by planning subareas that
represented a “Trend” scenario. When these
forecasts were used by facility planners to lay
out urban infrastructure, the resulting urban
form embodied reactive growth management.

The Planned Growth Strategy identifies
the “Preferred Alternative”: a set of phased and
timed population, housing, and employment
prescriptive forecasts by subarea: a proactive
plan to guide urban growth over a twenty-five
year period.’ Figure 2 depicts the Preferred
Alternative population forecasts for the initial
2000-2010 period (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 145).

The Preferred Alternative socio-economic
allocations are performed first for 14 large subareas
that constitute “development zones™ and “protection
zones” (see Figure 3). These are distinguished by
the periods of local development (e.g. older infill
area, fringe development area), special cultural
significance (e.g. semi-rural areas along the Rio
Grande that are traditional settlement areas for
Hispanics), particular development conditions
(e.g. areas with obsolete and premature plats),
and jurisdictions (city and county unincorporated
areas) (COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 29, 77).

The Preferred Alternative allocations are
made to these large subareas first (by five year
increments) and then disaggregated into the
smaller units used for transportation planning
(divided into the initial 10 year and following
15 year periods) as shown in Figure 2. Changes
are phased in over time with a progression
from the more market-drive Trend to a pattern
that better reflects long term community goals.

The PGS policies reflected in the Preferred
Alternative are summarized in the text box.

Achieving Community Policies Though the Land Use Plan

Some important ways that the community’s vision
is incorporated into the Preferred Alternative are
summarized below:

Renewed vitality of the older portions of Albuquerque
(the area annexed from 1890 through 1959) is reflected
by forecasted housing starts increasing from a 7.6% to
a 16% market share.

Vibrant mixed-use redevelopment occurring along the
designated transit-oriented corridors (Central Avenue,
4th Street, Isleta, Menaul, Lomas, and San Mateo)
located primarily in older parts of Albuquerque. These
are represented by the north-south and east-west
corridors in Figure 2.

*

Easier commutes and more efficient use of street
infrastructure represented by increased jobs in
proximity to housing west of the Rio Grande and in job
centers located near the lower-income Southwest Mesa
and South Valley areas (in the Atrisco Business Park
and west of the Albuquerque International Airport.)

Mixed-used regional centers strengthened through
increases in housing and employment in the
Downtown, Uptown, Journal Center, Cottonwood Mall
area, and the Renaissance area. These are shown by
the circles in Figure 2.

*

More efficient use of urban infrastructure locates almost
all projected growth within the area already served
partially or completely by Master Plan water and
wastewater facilities. More than 32,000 acres of vacant
and redevelopable land are identified within this area,
greater than a 30-year supply (COA/COB, 2001b, pp.
74-81). These parcels are represented in Figure 3.
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3. Government Service Delivery Policies.
The community’s vision encompasses both existing
neighborhoods and new development. In response
to this guidance, the PGS adopts the program of
urban service delivery reform described below.

The Planned Growth Strategy recognizes
that the quality of existing neighborhoods is
a critical element of the growth management
equation. The community’s long-term goals,
as indicated above, address the need for
neighborhoods to be “stable, supportive, and
aesthetically satisfying”, to experience on-going
improvement socially, economically, and in
the built environment; to be diverse socially;
contain local services; and be near employment.

Another factor supporting this reform
stems from the dynamics of the residential housing
markets in relation to population growth. A sizeable
proportion of the new units being constructed was
to house existing residents moving from one part
of the area to another. The years 1998 and 1999
were record-breaking for the number of new
housing permits, but wage and salary employment
increased only 1.3% and 2.6% respectively. One
of the area’s top home builders was quoted as
saying: “We are gearing up for the same thing next
year [a record level of new house construction],
even though people aren’t moving here.” (COA/
COB, 2001b, p. 26). In addition, about 20% of
survey respondents who had been in their current
residences for five years or less and whose former
home also was in Albuquerque said that they
had moved because of the negative qualities
of their old neighborhoods, mentioning crime,
deterioration, drugs, gangs, traffic, and schools
(Institute for Social Research, 1997, p. 104).

For these reasons among others, the
Planned Growth Strategy evolves into a program
not only for addressing the character, location,
and timing of, and services for, new development,
but also for reforming the delivery of the broad
range of government services as they affect the
quality of neighborhood life. As its starting
point, this approach assumes that high levels
of social capital are essential both for good
neighborhoods and urban growth management.
Social capital is the effective network of social,
familial, and organizational connections by
which a neighborhood comes together to identify
its problems, establish strategies for dealing
with them, and effectively mobilize internal and
external resources to resolve them (Sampson,

Service Delivery Policies

* Community Oriented Policing. Community oriented

policing is recognized as the strategy by which the
police department, neighborhood residents, and other
governmental and private agencies work together in full
partnership to identify, prioritize, and solve public safety
problems such as crime, drugs, fear of crime, social
and physical disorder, and neighborhood decay (Bill
No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-A-1).

* Informal Helping Networks. Informal care-givers such

as family, friends, and neighbors are recognized as the
primary source of assistance for those seeking help.
Informal helping networks are voluntary, spontaneous,
individualized, flexible, and reciprocal networks that
encourage self-reliance and are based on individuals’
abilities and strengths. The PGS legislation directs
social and recreational service providers to identify,
facilitate, enhance, and collaborate with these networks
in a partnership with professional care givers and
agencies (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-A-2)

* Neighborhood Economic Development. The principal

focus of neighborhood economic development is on
local residents, workers, and businesses and the
creation of better-paying, quality jobs with benefits. The
emphasis is on job training and placement, support

for business start-ups, and the maintenance and
expansion of existing businesses. Types of economic
development approaches include employment training,
capital strategies, business retention, technical
assistance, incubators, entrepreneurial training,
business enterprises by community organizations

such as Community Development Corporations,
creation of affordable and mixed-income housing, and
rehabilitation of existing housing (Bill No. F/S R-02-111,
2002, §3-A-3)

* Community Education. To the extent possible,

local government is to integrate its human service
activities, especially related to pre-school and school-
aged children, through a “full partnership with the
Albuquerque Public Schools” utilizing a community
education model (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-A-
4). Community education is defined as “a strategy
for serving the neighborhood by providing for the
educational needs of all its members” and “more
broadly, Community Education uses the local school
as a catalyst for bringing neighborhood resources,
including those of governmental and private service
agencies, to bear on community problems” (Bill No. F/S
R-02-111, 2002, §3-A-4)

* Neighborhood Planning and Community Identity.

PGS legislation recognizes that Comprehensive

Plan objectives for protecting and enhancing
neighborhoods can be realized through neighborhood
planning. A neighborhood plan is as a program for
improvement, based on the interests and participation
of neighborhood residents. The plan assumes that
local residents, businesses, churches, and institutions
are primarily responsible for defining and achieving
the goals identified. In addition, a neighborhood plan
is a way of organizing and empowering local action
without which the residents’ long-term goals can not be
achieved (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-A)



2001, pp. 93-96; Putnam, 1993). The PGS
legislation states: “The City shall take an “assets-
based” approach to neighborhood, corridor, center,
and community development that focuses on
utilizing the capacities of Albuquerque’s citizens,
organizations, and institutions” (Bill No. F/S R-
02-111, 2002, §3-A). Public agencies and various
social service programs are directed to form

collaborative partnerships with neighborhood
residents. To this end, PGS policies “of the
highest priority” are adopted by the municipal
government to guide its own service delivery
and to frame its partnership with the Albuquerque
Public Schools (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002,
§3-A). These policies are covered in the text box.



4. Partnership with the Public Schools. In
most places, school systems and local governments
are separate worlds, even though they come
together importantly in the lives of young people,
families, and the fates of neighborhoods. In
Albuquerque, this separation was more distinct than
in most. The following section describes the old
relationship and how the PGS directs its reform.

The Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) is
a state agency with an elected board of education
and dedicated revenue sources. Despite a history of
joint programs among City and County governments
and the Albuquerque Public Schools, such as local
government funding of before and after-school
programs, pre-school, and the joint use of athletic
fields and playgrounds, the relationship was
particularly strained in relation to school facility
planning and the impacts of urban growth on school
facilities and operations. The public schools held a
seat on the development review board and commented
on new subdivision proposals, but existing regulations
provided no effective recourse when concerns were
raised that schools were already over-crowded as
the approval of new housing was being considered.

The Planned Growth Strategy’s emphasis
on the quality of urban neighborhoods has, as its
corollary, the importance of well-performing and
highly valued community schools in partnership
with neighborhood residents. Effective and attractive
schools are specified as a necessary condition to
realize the goal that “neighborhoods should be diverse
in terms of income, cultural background, and age”.
In many places in the U.S., the disparity between the
rich and poor is reflected particularly in public school
enrollment. Often local schools with a preponderance
of low-income students are found in economically
diverse neighborhoods. True neighborhood diversity
involves diverse student populations in local schools.

The Planned Growth Strategy legislation
calls for a “full partnership” between local
government and the Albuquerque Public Schools
based on the community education model. This
has implications for how and where governmental
services are delivered, such as human services and
health care programs, recreational services, cultural
programs, public safety, and neighborhood planning.

The legislation also has implications for
how this partnership is incorporated into urban
development and redevelopment practices, facilities
planning and construction, development reviews,
and funding. The PGS calls for new land use zones

based on Traditional Neighborhood Development
principles, identified as the Planned Village
Development zone and the Infill Development zone.
In both these zones, the PGS encourages a small
elementary school at the core of the neighborhood,
combined with a central park or plaza, commercial
and pubic facilities, and housing. It also calls for
streets designed to subdue the automobile’s impact
and pedestrian and bicycle friendly; the school and
other buildings at the neighborhood core oriented
to the public realm; and landscaped areas and open
space integrated into the neighborhood. Taking a
page from the community education book, the PGS
provides for neighborhoods that are school-centered
and schools that are neighborhood-centered (Epstein,
2001, pp. 27-33; Minzey and LeTarte, 1994).

Concerning facilities, the PGS recommends
that elementary and middle schools be designed and
used as community centers, where the educational
needs of “all [the neighborhood’s] members” are
addressed and where “neighborhood resources,
including those of government and private service
agencies” can be brought together to bear on community
problems (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-A-4).

The Planned Growth Strategy calls for the
use of the Preferred Alternative land use plan to guide
both the municipal Capital Improvement Program
and the school Facility Master Plan (Bill No. F/S O-
02-39, 2002, §6-B-1; Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002,
§3-B-3-k). The growth phasing and timing elements
of the PGS land use plan would be incorporated into
infrastructure extension and school construction
decisions.  The municipal Capital Improvement
Program is authorized to fund elementary and middle
school community centers (and by extension other
joint use facilities such as libraries and health clinics)
within schools. (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-
3-1). Schools are included in the facilities needed to
support growth, for which development impact fees
should be charged. (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002,
§4-H). An Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance
will consider the capacity of schools either existing
or in the APS Facilities Master Plan as one of the
conditions for development approvals regarding
replatting and the issuance of residential building
permits (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-4-b).

The implementation mechanisms
identified in the Planned Growth Strategy are
Joint Powers Agreements and mutually-supported
revisions to the New Mexico Development
Fees Act (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §4-H, 6-
B-1; Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-3-k).
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S. Land Use Zoning, Design Standards,
and the Development Review Process. The
natural setting of Albuquerque is inspiring and
softens the sometimes jarring quality of the built
environment. There are many small places of
great beauty: the acequia irrigation system in the
Rio Grande Valley, the historic Hispanic churches
and chapels, the Pueblo-Deco Kimo theater
downtown, the passive solar University Medical
Library, and Bart Prince’s wonderfully eccentric
residential work - great spiraling space ships of
homes, to name a few. But much of Albuquerque
has the uninspired sameness of place created by
production suburban home builders, power center
developers, and street engineers, and is so alienated
from its natural environment as to be troubling.

The PGS Town Hall participants had
a lovelier vision of what might be built and
rebuilt. They said: “Whether in new or older
neighborhoods, people want to see not just
development, but creation of communities” (COA/
COB, 2001b, p. 16). They suggested many ways
this could be fostered by the built environment
including complete and integrated communities
in terms of basic services like schools, shopping,
jobs, recreation, and civic facilities; a mix of
housing types including affordable housing;
neighborhood design based on walkability and
fostering sociability; internal park and open space
amenities and the use of the natural terrain; mixed
use centers where people can come together to
create a vital social environment; mixed use
development with housing close to jobs and
services; and the development and redevelopment
of  higher intensity  mixed-use  transit
corridors (COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 16-17, 19).

Many of these design concepts
encourage community relations through the built
environment and fit comfortably into the New
Urbanist lexicon. Albuquerque had reviewed the
existing zoning, subdivision regulation, building
code, and transportation standards in terms of their
compatibility with New Urbanist techniques. Staff
members found that existing regulations were
mostly permissive or did not address these design
solutions and sometimes actually discouraged
their realization (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 224). A
recently enacted large area plan contains a number
of recommendations supporting mixed-use centers
as a growth organizing principle. In a review
of its implementation, however, the Planning
Department stated: “A . . . weakness, not of the . .
. Plan but of existing zoning, is that the centers are

Mixed Used Land Use Zones

The Planned Village Development zone and the Infill
Development zones make similar use of land use
elements and relationships. Both hearken to the town
and neighborhood building principles of Raymond
Unwin, Clarence Stein, and Clarence Perry (Unwin,
1909; Stein, 1957, Perry, 1939). Neighborhoods

in these zones include “a central plaza, central
commercial and public facility area, elementary school,
central park/plaza, mixed-density residential with
higher densities closer to the central plaza, buildings
oriented toward the public realm (e.g., streets and
parks), interconnected pedestrian and traffic routes,
narrow traffic lanes, short blocks, landscaping and
xeriscaping, open space, integration of historic/cultural
features of the built and natural environments, [and]
design standards” (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §§3-
B-2-b-1, 7). The legislation’s authors intend to build
one neighborhood at a time at the urban fringe and to
reinforce or create these land use elements in existing
neighborhoods.

The Transit Oriented Development/Corridor zone

and the Commercial Center zone encourage mixed
uses, notably higher density residential development
combined with retail, office, and service; and pedestrian
scale buildings oriented to the public realm. Transit and
bicycle use are encouraged through design and higher
residential densities. Parking is moved away from the
front of the development sites. Similarly, the Campus
zone is intended for the “unified development of office,
industrial, institutional and residential uses” along with
supportive retail and restaurant activities (Bill No. F/S
R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-2-b-2).

The Conservation Subdivision zone incorporates many
green building design concepts for developing areas
with unique environmental or topographical character
(Arendt, 1994). The Albuguerque metropolitan area
has a significant inventory of land in premature and
often obsolete subdivisions along the immediate

path of urban growth. One of these, Volcano Cliffs,
adjoins Petroglyph National Park and is considered

a sacred area by nearby Pueblo Native Americans.
The Conservation Subdivision zone includes “narrow
streets, natural drainage and minimal impervious
surfaces, limited sidewalk requirements, high minimum
passive open space (30%-50%), curvilinear streets,
landscaping and xeriscaping, design standards,
resource conservation standards . . . [and] appropriate
integration of town building principles” (Bill No. F/S
R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-2-b-3). While development in
these fragile and culturally sensitive areas might not
be prevented, the character of what is built under the
Conservation Subdivision zone is likely to respect

the place to a greater degree than a conventional
subdivision.
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not zoned to encouraged mixed-use development
and pedestrian and transit convenience or to
discourage auto-oriented uses” (COA/COB, 2001b,
p- 225). Albuquerque’s subdivision and zone codes
have not encouraged the building of complete
neighborhoods instead of tract subdivisions.

The Planned Growth Strategy
legislation directs the establishment of large
mixed use, place-creating zones and design
standards. In the PGS report, these include:
the Traditional Neighborhood Development
based - Planned Village Development zone and
the Infill Development zone; Transit Oriented
Development/Corridor zone; Commercial Center
zone; Campus zone; and Conservation Subdivision
zone (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §§3-B-2-
b-1 to 7). These are described in the text box.

The Planned Growth Strategy legislation
also calls for the development of design
standards to create a sense of place and identity,
to preserve and be consistent with historic social
and cultural elements, and to be compatible
with the unique high desert light and color
(Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-2-b-8).

The original draft of the PGS legislation
called for the use of these new zones for new
growth areas and to serve as overlay zones in fully

or partially developed areas where vacant land had
been subdivided and zoned. Because Albuquerque
recreates itself every few decades, the intent
was for the newly built sections to be markedly
different than those built between about 1960 and
2002. During the course of the legislative debate,
however, developer interests prevailed in making
these new zones “options for new growth areas”
and adding a largely single-use Employment zone
to the new categories (Bill No. F/S R-02-111,
2002, §§3-B-2-b and 3-B-2-b-6). This optional
approach compromises the growth management
program but it is uncertain whether the other
PGS implementation tools can offset its impact.

To encourage the use of these zones, the
PGS calls for a set of inducement and incentives.
The more general ones of these are described
below in other sections of this article. Two
procedural changes are identified specifically
related to zoning.  Development under the
new zoning categories and the overlay zones
is allowed to proceed to the building permit
application directly. In addition, no Special Use
regulations are allowed in these zones. Both of
these expedients will encourage the development
of projects that are consistent with PGS,
Comprehensive Plan, and other adopted policies
(Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-2-c et seq.).
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6. The Capital Improvement Program.
The Planned Growth Strategy Town Hall
participants  said that infrastructure needs
within existing neighborhoods for maintenance,
rehabilitation, and the correction of deficiencies
were of the “highest priority” (COA/COB, 2001b,
p. 18). They believed that the resources being
allocated for these purposes were inadequate,
especially  impairing older neighborhoods
(COA/COB, 2001b, p. 18). Local government
is directed to make available adequate resources
for these purposes, infrastructure extensions
should be done in an efficient manner, and
development is to take place in areas where
infrastructure already are available “as a first
priority” (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 18). The capital
program becomes a tool for implementing the
PGS: growth related infrastructure planning
taking place prior to development, guiding it,
and supporting it (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 18).

Spending for rehabilitation, deficiency-
correction, and growth. The Planned Growth
Strategy report assessed the financial resources
needed over the 25 year study period for the
separate purposes of growth, rehabilitation, and
deficiency-correction. “Rehabilitation” is defined
as improvements that correct substandard physical
conditions of existing infrastructure without
increasing capacity. “Deficiency” involves
expanding infrastructure capacity to conform to
engineering standards. Together, the research
performed for the Planned Growth Strategy and
the 1997 Water and Wastewater Utility Program
Assessment were the first comprehensive
assessments of infrastructure conditions and funding
needs adopted by the municipality to guide capital
programs. (Parsons Engineering Science, 1997)

The PGS findings are dramatic. The
total rehabilitation needs over a 25 year
period are estimated to be $1.9 billion dollars;
deficiency correction needs are about $760
million; and growth related costs, using the
most efficient growth scenario, $1.8 billion,
for a combined total of nearly $4.5 billion
dollars. The adopted PGS legislation uses the
figures from the study, converted to annual
funding requirements by government level, as
the beginning assumptions for the municipal
capital program (COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 32, 55).

To a large extent, the Report confirms
the beliefs of Town Hall participants concerning
the sufficiency of infrastructure spending.

Rehabilitation spending was approximately 50%
of that needed for water and wastewater and was
12% too low for streets. (The more adequate
street funding level only resulted from a recently
passed Y4 percent gross receipts tax adopted for
this purpose by the City of Albuquerque.) The
rehabilitation needs were greatest in the older
parts of Albuquerque (COA/COB, 2001b, 33-
34, 37,39). Relatively similar results were
obtained about the inadequacy of spending for
deficiency correction for hydrology (-20%) and
wastewater (-50%). Interestingly, spending for
street deficiency correction was significantly
greater than the norm established and the report
concludes that insufficient growth-related street
funding was being translated after the fact into a
street deficiency need (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 34).

Infrastructure demands resulting from
growth vary according to assumed land use
scenarios. The three alternative growth scenarios
used in the first part of the study, called “Trend”,
“Downtown”, and “Balanced”, each make use of
the same, official forecasts of metropolitan area
population, housing, and employment growth
for a 25 year period. The information obtained
by evaluating these three growth scenarios led
to the Preferred Alternative PGS land use plan.

Estimating the possible infrastructure
and facility cost savings possible through growth
planning, in fact, is one of the original purposes
of the PGS. The resulting figures are contained
in Table 1, which also breaks down these totals
in terms of financing, either by the public or by
private developers (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 55).
The most efficient growth scenario among those
evaluated reduces total infrastructure costs by
$361 million in total cost over 25 years (16.8%)
and by $122 million in public costs (11.9%).

Since these figures are derived from the
three preliminary growth scenarios, the estimated
cost of future development would vary based on
the Preferred Alternative land use plan, which
evolved from these. The Preferred Alternative
optimizes the efficiency of infrastructure
provision by mapping existing infrastructure,
vacant land, and estimating the cost for service
in different locations. The estimated figures for
infrastructure needed to support growth for the
Preferred Alternative would be obtained through
the actual Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
planning process that follows the PGS adoption.
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Table 1
PGS Growth-Associated Costs, by Land Use Scenario, In Millions (25 Years)

Total Cost Total Cost Total Cost Public Cost Public Cost Public Cost

Trend Balanced Downtown Trend Balanced Downtown
Water $685.8 $565.2 $568.7 $370.2 $339.2 $330.5
Sewer $353.5 $340.1 $324.4 $70.8 $70.1 $66.8
Storm Drainage $268.5 $231.4 $206.0 $147.7 $141.0 $126.2
Streets $518.0 $414.7 $439.4 $116.3 $108.9 $108.5
Transit $323.5 $247.4 $249.4 $323.5 $247 .4 $249.5
Total Growth $2,149.3 $1,798.8 $1,787.9 $1,028.5 $906.6 $881.4
Difference from Trend -$350.5 -$361.4 -$121.9 -$147.1
-16.3% -16.8% -11.9% -14.3%

CIP As a Growth Management Tool. The
Planned Growth Strategy legislation recognizes the
Capital Improvement Program as a key strategic
implementation tool. The adopted legislation
states that capital “funding . . . shall be prioritized
. . . to catch up with the backlog of rehabilitation,
to address infrastructure deficiencies over time,
and provide basic infrastructure to support urban
growth” (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §6-C-
2). The PGS report specifically identifies the
generally higher nominal spending levels required
to do so (COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 34, 265-273).

Identifying and paying to correct
infrastructure deficiencies has been one of the
major barriers to infill development. Since there
was no systematic program for local government
to correct these conditions, private developers
were assessed their costs as exactions during the
building review process. In the PGS legislation,
the municipality assumes the cost of scheduled
deficiency correction projects. The identification
of these project locations is to be based on
redevelopment priorities and the expected impacts
of growth based on the Preferred Alternative
(Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-3-e).

With regard to the Town Hall participants’
direction to use the CIP to guide growth, the
legislation calls for all municipal departments
to refer to the Planned Growth Strategy as the
comprehensive framework in planning their capital
programs (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §6-C-1).
In a direct way, the phasing and timing of urban
growth specified by the Preferred Alternative land
use plan, when combined with appropriate level
of service standards, become the assumptions for
planning growth related infrastructure and facilities.

In a less apparent way, the community
building goals of the PGS and its pursuit of
vitality in existing neighborhoods also guides
the CIP in very important ways. What does
“community building” imply for the capital
program? It encourages, for example, smaller
and more decentralized facilities such as
parks, playgrounds, and recreational facilities
in the centers of neighborhoods, community
policing meeting spaces in neighborhoods,
community centers within elementary and middle
schools, full service human service and health
facilities at school sites, mini-libraries, and so
on. It provides for an improved development
coordination process among private developers,
the public schools, and local government.

In Albuquerque, the demands of government
service efficiency had resulted in ever-larger scale
parks, facilities for recreation, social services,
and schools, etc. that then needed to be located
on major arterials, increasing auto dependency.
Although “penny-wise”, these solutions made it
less likely that community ties would be formed
to address needs through informal neighborliness
and more likely that service provision would
be professionalized (McKnight, 1995).

In the future, the Capital Improvement
Program will be specified within infrastructure
and facility provision zones and according
to level of service standards in a way
that is integrated with the formulation of
development impact fees and concurrency
regulations.  These topics are covered next.
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7. Development Impact Fees.
Development impact fees are identified as a
key strategic tool for implementing the Planned
Growth Strategy. There are three primary ways
in which this occurs: (1) marginal cost pricing
basis for the fees, (2) reductions in impact
fees to reflect the infrastructure and facility
efficiencies of the development, and (3) partial
to complete fee waivers based on the realization
of adopted policies through the development
(Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §§4-C to E).

Marginal Cost Pricing. In the PGS
framework, infrastructure and facility service
areas are used as CIP planning areas in support
of the community’s vision.  Service area tiers
are defined as the “Fully Served area”, “Partially
Served area”, and “Unserved area” and adopted
by the PGS legislation for each infrastructure
type - water, wastewater, hydrology, and streets
(Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-3-a and
Exhibit A). “Service areas” also include smaller
“reasonable service delivery geographic areas
(e.g. water trunks or pressure zones, hydrology
basins, traffic sheds)” (Bill No. F/S R-02-111,

2002, §3-B-3-a). This assures that development
impact fees are based on the relative cost of actual
infrastructure and facility service necessitated
by development in its actual location. This
approach aligns the financial interests of
developers with those of rate and tax payers.

The “Fully Served” tier is the area almost
completely supplied with all the components
of physical infrastructure required by growth
for a specific service type. The “Partially
Served” tier is one that already has a number
of important infrastructure items constructed,
such as water reservoirs and transmission lines,
but other types, such as distribution lines,
need to be built to support urban growth. The
“Unserved” tier is an area that has virtually no
master plan infrastructure items. Albuquerque’s
infrastructure systems are represented in the PGS
report in a series of Geographic Information
System (GIS) maps. As an example, the detailed
GIS depiction of the water system, (Figure 4)
reduced to a simplified version, is shown in
Figure 5. (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 171, 253-255).
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Figure 4 - Water Infrastructure System Elements and PGS Service Area Tiers
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Figure 5 - PGS Water Infrastructure Service Area Tiers

The PGS legislation states that “Impact
fees . . . shall be initially calculated based upon
the full marginal cost of growth” (Bill No. F/S O-
02-39, 2002, §4-C). The “marginal cost pricing”
for impact fees means simply that cost basis for
the fees (the starting point in their calculation)
is the additional cost to the community to build
infrastructure and facilities to provide service
for new development. In other words, where the
additional (or “marginal”) cost of local capital
facilities is minimal based on service capacity
already constructed, the fee basis is lower. In
contrast, where no local facilities have been
constructed to serve growth, the fee basis is higher.

How does this work in practice? Table
2 provides an example using the water system,
identifying each of the elements of the water
facility system and whether that element is
likely to be available to support development
in each of the tiers (Fully Served, Partially
Served, Unserved) (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 209).
(“SCADA” is the acronym for the automated
control system.) It is clear from Table 2 that
development in the Fully Served area with excess
water capacity (virtually the entire Fully Served
area) costs the utility little. The reverse is true for

development in the Unserved area. This approach
to setting impact fees is nothing less than free
market economics and sends the proper economic
signals from the perspective of rate payers to
developers: consider the cost to the utility when
development location decisions are made. This is
the classic market strategy to maximize efficiency.

What does this approach imply regarding
the actual cost bases of the impact fees? The
precise figures are not known until the CIP program
is finalized based on the Preferred Alternative,
budgeted, and the resulting costs of infrastructure
and facility impacts are calculated. A back-of-
the-envelope calculation, however, performed by
the City Public Works Department staft following
the assumption contained in Table 2 indicates the
following total public costs: Fully Served area
(with excess water capacity), $8; Partially Served
area, $2,528; and Unserved area, $3,908. These
figures are provided only to indicate the magnitude
of the possible differences in cost among tiers but
are meaningful from a public policy standpoint.

The current Albuquerque Utility Expansion
Charge (development impact fee) for water service
is $1,419 per single family house regardless
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Table 2
PGS, Hypothetical Allocation of Marginal Cost to Service Tier,
Water System, per Single Family House

Infrastructure Item Fully Served Area Partially Unserved
With Excess Served Area Area
Water Capacity
Wells $0 $933 $933
Water Rights $0 $1,587 $1,587
SCADA $8 $8 $8
Reservoirs $0 $0 $807
Pump Stations $0 $0 $471
Transmission Pipelines $0 $0 $102
Master Plan Distribution Lines and Lines $0 $2,959 $2,959
in Street
Service Connections $1,095 $1,095 $1,095
Single Family Dwelling Total $1,103 $6,582 $7,962
Net Public Cost $8 $2,528 $3,908
Per Single Family Dwelling*

of location (Revised Ordinances of the City of
Albuquerque, 1994, §6-4-8). This implies that
the developer of a single family house in the
Fully Served area is paying $1,411 more than
the cost of service, while the developer receiving
the same water service in the Partially Served
area is paying $1,109 less than its marginal
cost. If the water system was expanded to
serve development in the Unserved area, the
subsidy would increase to $2,489. It is possible
to conclude, from the perspective of the water
utility, that developers in the Fully Served area
and all water utility rate payers are subsidizing
development at the urban fringe, a practice
that is at cross-purposes to adopted policy to
encourage infill development and redevelop older
neighborhoods. The differences in cost among
the three tiers, if all infrastructure and facilities
are considered, are likely to be considerable.

Impact Fee Incentives and Inducements.
Policy direction is integrated into the PGS impact
fee system in two additional ways. First, the
fees are reduced based on infrastructure and
facilities efficiencies achieved by the character
of the development. If the development costs
the community less to support, impact fees
are adjusted downwards. For example, the
PGS reported research findings that traditional
neighborhoods, Traditional Neighborhood
Developments, and mixed use developments
reduce the vehicle miles traveled by 25%-60%.
(COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 191-193; see also

Crane, 1996; Cervero, 1987; American Society
of Civil Engineers, 1992). The location of jobs
in proximity to housing reduces the use of the
roadway system (Cervero, 1986).  Housing
development with permanent restrictions on high
water use landscaping, positive requirements for
xeriscaping, and designed according to “Green
Infrastructure” principles utilizes less water (and
wastewater) system capacity. Affordable housing
with fewer fixtures also may be assumed to use
fewer water system resources (COA/COB, 2001b,
pp. 215-216). Conservation of natural resources,
infrastructure system efficiencies, less traffic
congestion, more pedestrian and multi-modal
options, jobs closer to housing, and, ultimately,
stable older neighborhoods - all may be encouraged
through lower impact fees using this approach.

The New Mexico Development Fees
Act allows impact fees to be reduced based
upon adopted public policy. When this occurs,
a development’s share of the improvements is
“funded with revenues other than impact fees
from other developments” (Development Fees
Act, New Mexico, §13). The Planned Growth
Strategy directs that impact fees should be waived
for “policies and recommendations in area plans,
metropolitan redevelopment plans, neighborhood
and sector development plans, center and
corridor plans, and for affordable housing and
for new zoning objectives” contained in the PGS
legislation (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §4-
E). As a result of the statutory requirement, it
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is reasonable to determine first whether adopted
policies could be supported through the efficiency-
based reductions in fees as described above.

The Planned Growth Strategy report
recommends amending the N.M. Development
Fees Act to allow impact fees to be charged for
schools, transit, libraries, community centers,
senior centers, and social service multi-service
centers in addition to the basic infrastructure
and facility items then allowed. The PGS
legislation endorses seeking statutory authority
to enact impact fees for schools, transit, water
rights, and “other facilities as determined in the
future” (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §4-H).

The Planned Growth Strategy transforms
an existing impact fee system that contravenes
adopted public policies into one aligned with those
policies. Initially setting fees in proximity to the full
marginal cost is likely to create financial incentives
great enough to bring developer decisions in line
with the community’s vision. Calculating the cost
basis of impact fees upon the full marginal cost
allows (but does not require) additional revenue
to be raised for these purposes. If impact fees
do more closely approximate the actual cost of
growth, additional revenue is raised and capital
funds from utility rates and taxes spent to support
growth can be shifted to correct deficiencies
and to restore and maintain existing facilities.
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8. Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance
(APFO). Concurrency (implemented through
an Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance,
or APFO) is a system of regulatory review
of proposed development to determine
whether sufficient infrastructure and facility
capacity is available or programmed within a
reasonable time to meet the demand created
by the development (Bill No. F/S R-02-111,
2002, §3-B-4-a).s Concurrency serves several
functions including ensuring that infrastructure
and other facility capacity are available in a
timely way to support growth; coordinating the
planning, financing, and construction of public
facilities and infrastructure; and managing the
location, character, and timing of growth in
furtherance of the community’s long term vision.

Where Concurrency Fits. Concurrency
is part of a linked sequence of urban growth
management tools in the Planned Growth
Strategy that connects the community’s long
term vision to the Preferred Alternative land use
plan, to the Capital Implementation Program,
and to the development impact fees system. The
Preferred Alternative represents a proactive and
comprehensive approach to growth that follows
considered principles based on the public’s long
term goals and direction. The capital program
provides the infrastructure and facilities needed to
support the Preferred Alternative within specific
service areas according to level of service standards
and to build community. Development impact fees
raise a substantial portion of the funds needed to
finance these facilities. Reduced impact fees are
based on service efficiency, resource conservation,
and furtherance of policy goals. The reduction or
waiver of impact fees for public policy reasons
are replaced by funding from other sources.
Concurrency, or APFO, provides a critical link in
the implementation sequence. When development
is progressing according to the plan and sufficient
revenues are available from impact fees and other
sources to provide the concomitant facilities and
infrastructure, the APFO review should present
little impediment to development. The system
is internally consistent and mutually reinforcing.

The logical approach and calculations used
to establish impact fees can be extended directly
to concurrency review. Calculating impact fees
requires the identification and quantification of
units of service demand for new residential and
non-residential development according to adopted
standards. Units of demand, for example, might

include gallons of water consumed per single
family house or vehicle-miles traveled (VMT) per
1000 square feet of office development. The level
of service standards are based on assumptions
such as whether a water conservation target is
used to calculate the consumption level assumed,
or what level of service from the Highway
Capacity Manual is assumed in the service area
that would translate VMT into cost. These
assumptions and calculations are inherent in
identifying the cost of development and of fully-
burdened impact fees. Concurrency extends
these approaches from the demand to the supply
side, 1.e. to the calculation of infrastructure and
facility capacity.  Concurrency establishes a
regulatory linkage between supply and demand.

Adequate public facilities regulations
already existed in the Albuquerque area for
urban water and wastewater service prior to the
PGS. The Planned Growth Strategy legislation
called for adding streets, hydrology, parks, and
schools to the services subject to the APFO
review (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-4-b).

Concurrency Incentives and Inducements.
The PGS concurrency system also functions
in the service of the community’s long term
vision by reducing streets, hydrology, parks,
and schools capacity requirements based on
the efficiency of the proposed development;
setting level of service standards appropriate
to the PGS land use plan; and by reducing,
eliminating, or setting-aside infrastructure and
facility capacity to meet policy objectives.

The same approach used to lower impact
fees based on reduced demand for infrastructure
and facilities, e.g. reduced VMT based on
Traditional Neighborhood Development design,
also is applied to the concurrency review. (Bill No.
F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-4-d). Incentives are
created for developments that place less burden
on public systems. For example, rather than
assuming that all single family homes or office
developments make the same demands on service,
the design, location in relation to other uses, and
compatibility with non-Single Occupancy Vehicle
(SOV) means of transportation would affect the
estimated service demands. Less demand means
lower infrastructure and facility capacity required.

As in the case of development impact
fees, the PGS legislation calls for concurrence
requirements to be adjusted or waived entirely in
order to support the community’s long term goals
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(Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-B-4-c). Such
systems are used in Montgomery County, Md.;
New Jersey; and in Florida. (COA/COB, 2001b,
pp. 182-184) This approach may take the form
of an intentional adjustment of level of service
standards (LOS) to support the goals of the urban
growth strategy. This application has been used
mostly with street capacity levels. The phasing
and timing of urban growth in the PGS Preferred
Alternative are translated into LOS standards
within service areas. Parts of the urban fringe
not scheduled for near term development may be
assigned higher service levels, for example, LOS
B or C from the Highway Capacity Manual to
increase private sector exactions for developing
this area in advance of the plan and the Capital
Improvement Program. Higher LOS levels may
be given permanently to “Preservation Areas”,
such as the more rural areas of the Albuquerque’s
Rio Grande valley, in order to protect the quality

of life. Alternatively, lower LOS level could be
assigned to areas the PGS targets for more intense
development (transit corridors, centers, and the
downtown). Concurrency requirement may be
waived entirely by policy in order to encourage
certain development types and locations.

The set-aside of infrastructure capacity for
desired development such as used in New Jersey,
Florida, and Montgomery County, Md. provides
a robust application of APFO and is authorized
by PGS legislation. Facility and infrastructure
capacity may be reserved for, or credited to,
those locations for such public goals as affordable
housing, jobs-housing balance, and mixed-use
centers (COA/COB, 2001b, pp. 182-184). The
assignment of facility capacity acts to correct
problems associated with zoning inconsistent
with the community’s long term vision.
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9. Additional Incentives, Inducements,
and Coordination of Resources. Local
governments in the Albuquerque area have a
number of existing incentive programs and
funding sources to support objectives similar to
those in the Planned Growth Strategy. Frequently,
the issue goes beyond inadequate funding or
programs, extending to the lack of coordination
among existing programs. In the City of
Albuquerque, these included the Community
Development Block Grant; Home Investments
Partnership Program (HOME); Emergency Shelter
Grants Program; Metropolitan Redevelopment
fund based on Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
projects; Neighborhood Housing and Community
Economic Development Fund based on repaid
UDAG grants; Housing Trust Fund containing
paybacks on revolving housing loans; water
and sewer development impact fee waivers for
affordable housing; grants from federal, state
and private non-profit agencies; special Capital
Improvement Program infill development set-aside
program; special City Council - neighborhood

set aside CIP program; Local Law Enforcement
Block Grant; and so on. PGS legislation identifies
these as strategic resources to implement the
Planned Growth Strategy in an integrated
way (Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §3-E-1-c).

The Planned Growth Strategy report also
recommends creating a $10 million annual General
Fund set-aside to provide “but-for” incentives
for public-private development partnerships.
In part, this set-aside was meant to address
developers’ concerns that they were supporting
the general operation of local government through
New Mexico Gross Receipts Tax payments
on their projects (COA/COB, 2001b, p. 260).

In order to coordinate associated local
government operations, the PGS legislation
calls for literally scores of departments and
programs to be formed into a functional unit
under a Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
(Bill No. F/S R-02-111, 2002, §§3-E-1-a, b).
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10. Annexation, Regionalism, and
Other Implementation Tools. A critical part
of implementing any urban growth plan is to
sift through the many preexisting policies,
laws, and regulations that impact development
in order to make them consistent with the
new planning approach. In the Planned
Growth Strategy report, this review includes:
Development Agreements, “No Net Expense”
policy, Annexation Ordinance, Development
Process Manual, regional transportation planning
under the Mid-Region Council of Governments
(MRCOG), Water and Wastewater Line Extension
policy, Utility Expansion Charge (impact fee)
reimbursement policy, Subdivision Ordinance,
Planned Communities Criteria, Storm Drainage
Infrastructure  District Ordinance, and the
Neighborhood Association Recognition Ordinance.
It is not possible in this context, given limitations
of space, to address all of these. The recommended
changes to the annexation policy and regional
planning are worth noting in more detail, however.

Annexation. The former mayor of
Albuquerque, David Rusk (1995) has extolled
the value of the city’s annexation practices
and held them up as a model. While the city’s
aggressive annexation program generally has a
favorable outcome, it can be a two-edged sword.
Annexation carries with it planning, platting,
and zoning jurisdiction, but, absent a growth
management plan, it also creates the responsibility
to provide urban infrastructure within a
reasonable period. Aggressive annexation, in
the long run, may contribute to urban sprawl.

The PGS legislation calls for the
annexation process to be linked to “urban growth
phasing and timing contained in the [Preferred
Alternative], related facility and infrastructure
level of service standards, Adequate Public
Facilities Ordinance, and the Capital Improvement
Program” (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §6-C-5).
It states that “Linking these provisions and policy
instruments will provide critical information to the
applicant for annexation, to the State Municipal
Boundary Commission, the courts, and City
officials in order to make decisions regarding the
review and approval of annexation applications,
and their implications with regard to the timing
of access to urban facilities and infrastructure,
and the standards under which access will be
provided” (Bill No. F/S 0-02-39, 2002, §6-C-5).

Regionalism. Reflecting the past
reactive nature of growth “management” in the
Albuquerque region, the regional transportation
agency, Mid Region Council Of Governments
(MRCOG), has been greatly influenced by
large-scale development interests. As the City
of Albuquerque moved toward a proactive
approach to growth management, the MRCOG
board was expanded to allow greater control of
these interests and to dilute the influence of city
officials. In the context of the approximately
$1.4 billion dollar requirement for street rehab
and deficiency correction over the study period,
developers lobbied MRCOG to build a loop
road serving their properties but providing only
marginal improvements to traffic congestion and
air quality. In the abstract, regional urban growth
management is needed, but the regional planning
political context, such as described above, can
work at counter-purposes to good planning. The
tools of urban growth management also can
be employed to increase sprawl, congestion,
inefficient service provision, poor urban form, and
political favoritism. The Planned Growth Strategy
proposes a regional planning approach that is
consistent with the political context of the region.

The Albuquerque area regional planning
approach in the PGS is similar to the “cross
acceptance” technique used in New Jersey (COA/
COB, 2001b, pp. 366-369). Official regional
socio-economic forecasts (population, housing,
jobs) would be allocated initially to counties and
other planning jurisdictions by MRCOG and then
accepted via a negotiated “cross acceptance”
process.  County or other local plans would
be developed within the region and transmitted
to MRCOG. Through an interactive process,
MRCOG would use these inputs to formulate a
draft regional plan. In the final analysis, however,
the local plan would be adopted within the separate
jurisdictions. This creates a bottom-up planning
process, empowers the local planning jurisdictions,
and drives the decision nexus to a more accessible
political arena (Rohe and Gates, 1985).

Within the municipal planning jurisdiction,
the implementation of many Planned Growth
Strategy approaches are applied “in a manner
appropriate  for  neighborhood  conditions,
through the amendment of a sector development
[neighborhood] plan” (Bill No. F/S R-02-111,
2002, §3-B-2-d). The intent was to re-energize
local planning at the neighborhood level and to
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provide greater influence of these plans even up to
the regional scale. The Planned Growth Strategy
report endorses state adoption of consistency
requirements, especially in relation to the N.M.
State Highway and Transportation Department
as its activities affect the regional plan.

Linkages among the neighborhood plans
and municipal-wide systems and priorities are
established through the municipal strategic
planning and budgeting program (Bill No. F/S
R-02-111, 2002, §3-E-1-d, §2-11 et seq. ROA
1994). The City’s program calls for the adoption
of goals, identification of conditions, creation of
strategies and programs in pursuit of the goals, and
the establishment, measurement, and budgeting
of interim program objectives. This system was
honored in 2003 by the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA). The PGS legislation
calls for a system of bottom-up and top-down
consistency between the plans at these levels.

Conclusion

The Planned Growth Strategy goes full-
circle in unifying the public’s long term vision
with a land use plan; service delivery policies;
public schools partnership; zoning, design
standards, development review process; CIP;
impact fees; concurrency; incentives, inducements,
coordination of resources; and other recommended
changes needed to align policies, procedures, and
resources internally. The strength of the urban
growth plan is found in all of these elements,
their consistency, and mutually-reinforcing nature.
Even with these elements present, an urban growth
management program can be used in furtherance
of efficiency, quality growth, and to build
community, but it also can produce quite opposite
outcomes. The integrity of the plan is conditioned
on whether the tools are employed in an carefully
specified way to make step by step progress
toward the community’s long term vision and
to arrive at that achievable future without undue
delay. This describes the thin line between science
and art, between theory and practicality. The
future of cities and towns requires urban planners
and appointed and elected officials to take up this
challenge in a forthright and courageous way.

While the PGS legislation is far reaching,
in many instances it provides solely the policy
framework for future activities.  Given the
statutory context for development impact fees, the
municipality-school partnership, and concurrency,

as examples, the PGS necessarily was limited
to policy. The New Mexico Development Fees
act requires the separate creation of an oversight
committee and then legislative adoption of a land
use plan and fee schedule. The participants in
the political dialogue about the PGS generally
assume that future statutory authority is necessary
to adopt an Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance.
A joint powers agreement is needed between
the Albuquerque Public Schools and local
governments. The Planned Growth Strategy
travels a long way down the path of implementation
by creating the Preferred Alternative land use
plan, providing policy guidance for development
impact fees, establishing the impact fee advisory
committee, setting government service delivery
policies, and calling for the creation of mixed-
use, large area zones. Perhaps most importantly,
the Planned Growth Strategy provides a
comprehensive and effective framework for
the community to realize its long-term vision.

The barely visible thread running through
the above discussion is the politics of the PGS’
adoption and implementation. It is not surprising
that many of Albuquerque’s developers were
unhappy about its passage. The unfortunate reality
is that development is a zero sum game for certain
individuals. The policy calling for growth to occur
first in areas already served with infrastructure
negatively affects land owners outside the area. The
policy to charge fees in proximity to the marginal
cost of growth means higher fees for landowners in
the Unserved urban tier. The change in the growth
management paradigm, in and of itself, challenges
the old system of using campaign contributions
to influence votes and of real estate professionals
sometimes using positions on elected and
regulatory bodies in a self-promoting way. Urban
growth management seeks to replace this system
with one that honors the public’s participation by
implementing the community’s long term goals.

Old ways of doing business do not die
easily. In the course of the City’s consideration
of the PGS legislation, powerful developers
and land owners who thought they would be
negatively affected by the plan, lobbied elected
officials, convinced business organizations to
oppose the plan, pushed aside more moderate
developers and silenced some of them, threatened
legal action, raised hundred of thousands of
dollars for a political action committee, and
paid for an opposing media campaign. Still, the
Planned Growth Strategy was adopted by the city
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government because it spoke to the community’s
aspirations and had strong grass-roots support.

The PGS legislative sponsors made a clear
choice not to compromise the plan or produce
yet another in a series of weak and ineffective
planning efforts gathering dust on the shelf. The
Planned Growth Strategy, since its adoption in

fall 2002, has continued to come under attack.
Ultimately ~ Albuquerque’s community  will
control the outcome. The PGS sponsors hope that
their efforts to produce a clear and compelling
plan that reflects the community’s vision will
sustain the PGS and assure its implementation.
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Endnotes

' The PGS grew out of a number of prior planning efforts, notably including the Transportation
Evaluation Study (Parsons Brinckerhoff, 1996) and the Development Impact Fees Report (Growth
Management Analysts, Inc., James C. Nicholas, Ph.D., and James Duncan and Associates, 1995).

2 The Planned Growth Strategy required four years of effort and the work of engineering, legal,
planning, and economic consultants. It cost more than $400,000 and is about 750 pages in length. The
PGS Report was released in Fall 2001. The consultants assembled included Parsons Brinckerhoff;
Camp Dresser & McKee; CH2M-Hill; Freilich, Leitner & Carlisle; Friedmann Resources; Growth
Management Analysts (Arthur C. Nelson, Ph.D.); Lora Lucero, Esq.; Michael McKee, Ph.D.; Sites
Southwest; and Wilson & Company.

3 The planned growth strategy literature reviewed is identified in the bibliography.

4+ The vision statements referenced here are based on Shared Vision Town Hall participants’
statements as represented in Shared Vision, Inc., 1998 and Shared Vision, Inc., 1999. These positions
were compromised somewhat during the legislative adoption process.

s During the course of legislation adoption, the name of the Preferred Alternative was amended to
the “Infrastructure and Growth Plan”.

¢ During the course of legislation adoption, developer representatives requested that the term
“Concurrency” be removed from the bills and replaced with “Adequate Infrastructure and Facilities”.
This amendment was made.
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The Albuquerque Metropolitan Area Planned Growth Strategy:
A Comprehensive Urban Growth Management Approach

Abstract:
The recently adopted Albuquerque urban area Planned Growth Strategy (PGS) is a comprehensive,
mutually reinforcing system, designed to change the local growth management paradigm from reactive
to proactive and intentional. The PGS is noteworthy for incorporating quality older neighborhoods into
the growth management program, establishing policies to reform the delivery of local governmental
services, establishing cross-agency coordination with the public schools, and relying to a large extent
on financial incentives and disincentives. The PGS program integrates a long term vision, land
use plan, zoning and design standards, capital improvement program, impact fees, concurrency,
regionalism, and other related changes. The purpose of this article is to review a synthetic approach to
implementing urban growth management that is strengthened through each of its parts and balances
attention to growth at the fringe with that to older neighborhoods.
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